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A cairde gael agus a cairde idirnáisiúnta,
iving in Penang offers great opportunities.
To dine at the Datai, one of Langkawai’s most
beautiful and exclusive hotels, is in itself,
an occasion which evokes a sense of grandeur
through its awe inspiring and idyllic setting. But
when your dinner date is one of your favourite
and most dashing Hollywood leading men, it
takes the extraordinarily luxurious experience
to a completely different level! This year a few of us serendipitously
were given the opportunity to have dinner with Sam Neill, an Irishman
by birth and star of Jurassic Park, among many other popular movies
and TV series. This was one of the many highlights for me over the last
year.
In 2010, PIA has been growing in membership and in the scope
of our activities. We organised more events in 2010 than hitherto and
had fantastic responses from both – members and non-members alike.
These events included PIA’s intellectual Quiz Night, many enjoyable
evenings via our Movers and Shakers Margarita Club, a Girls’ Trip to the
Asian Gaelic Games in Hong Kong and our Christmas Party cum AGM
at Finnegan’s Irish Pub at Straits Quay.
Another highlight in 2010 was the Luscious Ladies Day in Shades of
Pink (LLDSP) Charity Event. It was a joint effort with other organisations
where RM20,000 was raised for Mount Miriam Hospital that morning.
Rosie led the PIA team in the fashion show and did a fabulous job
co-ordinating the event. Many thanks Rosie! We look forward to the
next LLDSP event that will be co-organised with FoodFriends and E&O
Hotel scheduled for Friday, 7 October 2011.
January 2011 started with a shopping trip in Bangkok, which was
extremely eventful for the girls! (One might ponder to ask, “Can girls
ever have an uneventful shopping trip?”)
We would like to welcome and congratulate His Excellency, Mr.
Declan Kelly on his posting as the Ambassador of Ireland to Malaysia.
A warm welcome is also extended to his wife, Ann. His Excellency
and wife also graced the 2011 St. Patrick’s Celebration in Penang. The
theme this year was “Celtic Revival”, for what must be obvious reasons.
The night was outstandingly entertaining, gloriously enjoyable, high
spirited and full of fun. It will be a struggle to surpass this but the
committee is already making plans to do so. This annual celebration
would not be possible without the support of our sponsors – go raibh
míle maith agaibh go leir.
Unfortunately for us, Rosie will be departing for another foreign
shore, this time to Romania. We extend our best wishes to her, Damian
and Luke. We hope they will find a vibrant community there where
Rosie’s many talents will be appreciated, as much as they will be missed
dearly by us. Go néirí an bóthar libh.
A new addition to the Irish community in Penang is Richie,
the Manager of Healy Mac’s – another Irish pub at Straits Quay. We
welcome him with open arms for a good bar man is always much
needed! Mention of Richie and Healy Mac’s reminds me of our latest
venture – a golfing society. Together with Healy Mac’s, PIA will organise
outings during the year for fun, fellowship and a little competition in
the great outdoors.
In conclusion, let me take the opportunity to thank all the
dedicated committee – Ann Marie, Rosie and Triona – for their time
and effort given to PIA in the last year.

L

Maggie T

PIA Quiz Night

Eddie O’Toole

T

he E&O Hotel at Farquhar Street was once
again the venue for PIA’s annual table quiz,
which saw a very healthy turn out on the night.
Competition this year was tight and there
were a number of teams in the running as we
entered the final stages.
In the end, Bibi Van Gemert’s team, “The
Internationals” emerged as clear winners. Second
place was taken by Jerry Lang’s “Thank You Mr.
Green”. “They Sees”, captained by Vini Mukherjee
finished in third place, while Debbie Song’s “Two
Threes” ran in a very close fourth.
As always, it would be very difficult to run our
events without the continuing generosity of our
sponsors. Therefore, we send a sincere “thankyou” to the E&O Hotel, GS Wealth and Curio Pack
for their invaluable support.
The 2011 Quiz Night will be held on 9 June
in Healy Macs and
we look forward
to seeing you all
there.
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PIA Quiz Night
Date:
Thursday, 9 June 2011
Venue:
Healy Mac’s Straits Quay, Penang
Starts: 7.30pm
Entry Fee: RM100 per team (teams of 4, 5 or 6

		

Sign up early
as entry is
limited to
16 teams.
Promises to
be a great
evening!
PIA members
get discount
at Healy Mac’s.

Format
for Quiz:

max 6 players per team)		

Grand Prizes: 1 , 2
st

nd

and 3rd Teams

sponsored by Healy Mac’s
w Meal for 2 including a bottle
		 of House Pouring wine at
		 Healy Mac’s Straits Quay, Penang
w Meal for 2 including a bottle of House Pouring wine
		 at Healy Mac’s Changkat Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur
w Bottle of G.H. Mumm Champagne
sponsored by E&O Hotel
w 6 Dine and Wine Vouchers from
		 Mondays to Thursday Buffet Dinner
sponsored by The Wine Shop
w 6 Bottles Saint Clair’s Sparkling Wine

10 Rounds of 10 Questions on General and Local Knowledge,
Art and Literature, Science and Nature, Geography, History,
Films, Music, Sports and Pictures.

Join us for a fun-filled evening!
Sign up with PIA committee members before Friday, 3 June 2011:

Maggie T: 012-462 5596, Ann Marie O’Toole: 012-551 8154,
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Triona
Chelliah: 016-422 8817, Richard Caplice: 017–627 2754

Luscious ladies day 2010

WOW! The morning of ‘look who’s wearing

it Pink’ was indeed very memorable! It was 6 October 2010,

a morning of learning, sharing, pampering, glamour, elegance and
generosity made up the perfect formula for a very stylish event
at E&O Hotel. The added bonus of the day was the fund-raising of
RM20,000 for Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital.
The event was organised to promote cancer awareness and
to remind us all to take time out and enjoy life. The message was
clear – “Live life to the fullest as one never knows what’s around
the corner”.
The event was a success at so many levels. 175 guests attended
the event, had fun and showed their support for women in need
of support. New friendships were formed and old ones renewed.
Most of all it was great team work from everyone who joined hands
and hearts that morning to make the event special.
Rosie Murray was the lead from PIA and Maggie T from
FoodFriends. There was an amazing fashion show with
models of all ages showcasing some of the best designs
in Penang. The fashion show featured three couture
houses that specialised in custom made attire, a bridal
house that flaunted beautiful evening dresses for hire and
three retail fashion boutiques with fresh, attractive designs.
We had a feel-good feeling that morning and we hope you
did too.
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Many Thanks
to our
Pink Sponsors
& Supporters
Pink Sponsors
E&O Hotel
Amee Philips Exclusive Jewellery
Farringdon
Lancome
Eastern Carpets
Nobel Interiors
The Wine Shop

Sponsors &
Supporters
Four Seasons | Tamasha
LB Unique | ER’NOR
Mondele Couture
Bran et Dageut | RG Creations
Blissful Bridal House
Flower Series | Jutaprint
Neo Sentuhan Sdn. Bhd.
Buds & Blossoms | Milkman
E&O Hotel | Hotel Nikko K.L
Hard Rock Hotel Penang
ParkRoyal Penang | Kopi Cine
Golden sands Resort
Equatorial Hotel | G Hotel
Holiday Inn Hotel | One Image
Cititel Hotel | Evergreen Hotel
Clearwater Golf Sactuary
L-EX – Peter Knox | Body Tone
Young Living Essential Oils
Baskin Robins | L-EX Peter Knox
To all our super Models
Lancome for make up
Hair by Ritz Salon – Vincent &
Franny p/h 04 8909885
Special Thanks to Davina for all
her help with sponsors and taking
care of Silent Auction on the day.
To Femke who was busy putting
together her third Exhibition
“Bronze Sculptures”, but took
time out to choreography
the Catwalk Show.
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16th March at Finnegan’s

Ann Marie O’Toole

W

ednesday, 16 March 2011 saw Finnegan’s Irish Pub in Penang
celebrated St. Patrick’s a day earlier then the ‘real’ St. Patrick’s
Day. The Pub was decked out in green for the occasion with
shamrocks, balloons and Guinness bunting.
Tables soon started to fill up as people poured into the pub,
ready to celebrate this popular Irish feast day. Of course, the Penang
Irish lads and lassies were there among friends and locals. It was
not long before Guinness started to flow and green shamrocksunglasses were handed out to everyone as they sat down, all
waiting eagerly to hear the sound of live Irish Music.
The Folksmen, a traditional Irish folk band all the way from
Dublin, Ireland soon took the stage to a rousing applause. The
band consisted of four guys and a lady, all played Irish musical
instruments and sang. The music began with a medley of Irish wellknown songs and everyone soon joined in clapping and singing.
As the evening progressed, the band had almost everyone up
on the floor dancing while a few even tried an Irish jig with a bit of
River Dance! Towards the end of the evening, bar staff, floor staff
and customers all danced and sang along as the band played some
old favourites by U2 , Van Morrison and other great artists.
A great evening was enjoyed by all as the Folksmen kept the
music going until about 1:00am. Soon it was time to go home,
until next year with tired voices and sore feet but still singing and
happy.

Amee Philips – the world’s first truly Versatile Jewellery Clip
Diamond
Eye

V-Clip *

Rose
Bud
Rubellite
Pendant Drop

TAKE THESE

CREATE THESE

Amee Philips “Simply Sophisticated”
Penang Showroom
109, Kelawei Road, Georgetown
10250 Penang
T +(604) 229 5755 F +(604) 229 7759
E amee@ameephilips.com
W www.ameephilips.com



* Patented design only available
from authorised agents

Kuala Lumpur Showroom
G4, Ground Floor, Lot 10, Shopping Centre
50 Jalan Sultan Ismail
50250 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
T +(603) 2148 5755 F +(603) 2148 5756
E lot10@ameephilips.com
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Girls Weekend in Hong Kong for the

T

Asian Gaelic Games

he 2010 Asian Gaelic games were
held in Hong Kong from 24-26
September 2010. This was the 15th
Annual Games and 19 teams from
all over the region took part.
Non sporting events were also
organised for the weekend by
the Irish Community of Hong
Kong, including the 4th Asia-Pacific
Ireland Business forum.
PIA member’s, Maggie, Rosie,
Jo and I flew over for the event. Our
flight was due to leave at 6am on the Friday
morning and we needed to check in by 5am so
we planned to leave just after 4:00am. However
due to a technical hitch i.e., Maggie’s alarm clock
not going off, we left at 4.35am collecting Jo
and Rosie on the way. With Maggie driving like
she was trialling for Formula 1 racing we made it
to the check-in counter by the skin of our teeth.
Once our bags were checked in and tickets issued
we took ourselves over to the coffee shop to relax
before the flight.
Our flight left on time and the three and a half
hour journey gave us a chance to catch up on lost
sleep and prepare us for the next few hectic days.
We arrived in Hong Kong to lovely warm sunshine,
grabbed a taxi and headed to our hotel, which
was just off Nathan Road. Our rooms weren’t
ready as it was only 11:00am, so we dropped our
bags off and headed for the shops!
We arrived back at the hotel late afternoon and
got ready to go to the opening event, which was
held around the swimming pools at the Kowloon
Cricket Club. This proved to be a lovely setting on
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Alison Holmes

a beautiful hot evening during which Lion
Dances took place, dignitaries made
their speeches and then the draw
for the games was held. Maggie
and Rosie met up with several
acquaintances from previous
games they had attended and
Jo and I enjoyed meeting new
and interesting people. We were
certainly in the party mood, so after
this event finished we girls headed
into Kowloon and found some good bars
with excellent bands to dance too.
Next morning we made our way to King’s
Park, Kowloon to watch the games. It was a very
hot day but there was plenty of refreshment on
hand to quench our thirst and feed our hungry
stomachs. Again we met up with lots of people
and sat down and watched the Gaelic Football, not
sure I really understood the rules but we enjoyed
it none the less. Late afternoon we decided we
should do a little sightseeing, so we headed off
to the Star Ferry and took the trip across Victoria
Harbour to Hong Kong Island and made our way
to the Peak via the Funicular Railway. The views
from here were fantastic, although I have been to
Hong Kong many times; this is one trip I never tire
of. After the peak we did a little more shopping
before heading back to the hotel to get ready for
a final night on the town.
Unfortunately our flight was mid morning the
next day so we were unable to see day 2 of the
games and attend the closing ceremony, but we
had a fantastic trip with lots of laughs.

Penang Irish Association

New Irish Ambassador Visits Penang

Ann Marie
O’Toole

T

PIA Girls
Weekend
in SEOUL
for 2011
Asian Gaelic
Games

We have decided we
would need to go for
longer to fit the games,
shopping and sightseeing
in. Join us for fun-filled
holiday in Seoul!

For more
information,
contact PIA
Committee
Irish Insights • No. 5 • May 2011

he ambassador’s first aim during his visit to Penang was to meet
as many Irish people living and working in Malaysia as possible
and to become acquainted with Irish companies operating in the
country. Ireland and Malaysia enjoy cordial diplomatic relations
and there is a healthy interchange in the areas of education and
business
On 2 March, His Excellence and his wife Ann arrived in Penang
to spend a few days to meet the Irish community and pay courtesy
calls on enterprises with Irish links.
To mark the occasion for the Irish
living in Penang, Eugene and Maggie
T, President of the Penang Irish
Association hosted a cocktail party in
honour of the new diplomatic couple.
Everyone was eager to meet, greet
and chat with their new Ambassador
and his good wife, Ann.
The following day involved a visit to
Penang Medical College (linked to the
Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin)
where Declan and Ann had a tour of
the facilities and were introduced to
students, lecturers and Professors.
The tour of Irish
companies continued
next day, with a visit
to ESB International,
which has the contract
to manage, operate
and
maintain
an
Independent
Power
Utility (the only IPU in
Malaysia) in the franchise area of the Kulim Hi-Tech Park. Here,
the couple were shown around the generating station and
distribution system, where the opportunity was taken to meet
ESBI staff, as well as representatives of ESBI’s client, Northern
Utilities Resources. There were plenty of photo opportunities and
a friendly lunch in a local restaurant to finish their visit to Kulim.
A busy day followed that night by attendance as guests of
honour at our PIA Annual
St. Patrick’s Celebration
at the E&O Hotel, which
went off very well and
which His Excellency
graced the event with an
inspiring speech.
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Irish whiskey Bread &
si h Butter
Pudding (Serves 8 to 10)
Ingredients:
w 1 sliced pan
white bread
w 120g sultanas
w 80g butter, at
room temperature
w Large measure
of Irish whiskey
w 5 eggs
w 110g castor sugar
w 300ml cream
w 300ml milk
Method: Soak sultanas in whiskey overnight.
Generously butter an ovenproof dish. Remove
crusts from bread and butter both sides, then cut
each slice into quarters.
Arrange a single layer of bread triangles
on the bottom of the ovenproof dish, with the
bread slightly over lapping. Sprinkle some of
the soaked sultanas on the bread and then start
another layer of buttered bread triangles over
these. Sprinkle the remaining sultanas on top.
Keep aside enough buttered bread for a top layer.
Press down gently with spatula. Set aside.
To make the custard. Heat the milk and cream
in a saucepan until it almost comes to the boil,
remove from heat. Whisk eggs and castor sugar
together in a mixing bowl until a creamy pale
mixture. Pour the boiled liquid into mixing bowl
with egg mixture and mix well until frothy. Allow
the custard to stand for a few minutes and then
skim off the froth.
Pour two-thirds of the custard over the layered
bread and sultanas and leave to stand until the
bread has soaked up all the custard – approx. 30
minutes.
Pre-heat oven to 180°. Pour the remaining
custard over the soaked bread and arrange the
top layer of bread triangles. Press down firmly
with a spatula so that the custard comes at least
halfway up the top layer of bread. Bake in oven
for 30 to 35 minutes or until the top is golden
brown. Served on its own, with whipped cream,
vanilla sauce or ice cream.
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Eugene ONeill

Irish Coffee (Serves 1)
Invented by Joseph Sheridan from Foynes,
County Limerick, Ireland. Irish Coffee is a delicious
after dinner drink when done properly. If you
have been served Irish Coffee with a glob of semi
solid white stuff from an aerosol can sitting like a
meringue over the top of a brown swirling mix,
you have been conned.
Ingredients:
w Strong Hot Black Coffee
w Irish Whiskey (single or double measure to
your taste)
w Spoon of Sugar
w Whipping Cream
Method: Warm a wine glass (350–400ml). Put
whiskey, coffee and sugar in the glass, fill to
within 15-20mm (½ to ¾ inch) from the top. Stir
well to dissolve the sugar. Let the mix come to
rest before pouring the cream.
The most critical part of getting the Irish Coffee
looking good is the texture of the cream. If you
whip the cream and then place in the fridge for a
few hours it will become almost solid. Therefore,
just before making the Irish Coffee, whip the
cream until thick but still pours like thick oil. This
means whip for a bit, stop and check, if not thick,
whip again and check. Be sure to stop before the
cream starts to form peaks.
Using a spoon
turned upside down
over the coffee mix,
with edge of the
spoon just touching
the surface of the
coffee, gently pour
the cream over the
back of the spoon
and it will float on
the coffee without
mixing. Pour till
cream is just below
the rim of the glass.
Serve immediately.

For more recipes, check out Gourmet Secrets Online at
www.gourmetsecretsonline.com

Penang Irish Association

F

riday, 4 March 2011 saw the 11th Saint Patrick’s celebration
organised by the Penang Irish Association (PIA). This year it
returned to the wonderful setting of the E&O Hotel; which is in
many people’s opinion the best venue for this type of event on the
island.
The reception began on the waterfront terrace adjacent to the
ballroom, where we were greeted with traditional Irish music and
a selection of pre-dinner drinks; including sparkling wine and of
course a wee drop or two of the ‘black stuff’, which the celebrated
Irish writer James Joyce called ‘the wine of Ireland’. The terrace was
a wonderful setting for everyone to greet old friends and catch
up on the local gossip before we went into the ballroom for the
entertainment and dinner. Background music was provided by
Ronald and his two young and very talented sons, whose ability to
play both Irish and contemporary music delighted us all.
Once Maggie Territt, the President of the PIA, managed to
cajole everybody into sitting down and being reasonably quiet
she introduced the rest of the committee consisting of Ann-Marie
O’Toole, Triona Cheliah and Rosie Murray, whose efforts are, I’m
sure, greatly appreciated by all who attended. Anne-Marie said
grace in the Irish language and we made a hasty but dignified beeline for the buffet dinner. This consisted of a large array of both
western and local dishes and I have to say that the roast beef and
lamb were for me the highlight of the buffet.
Once everybody had eaten their fill and tables were cleared it
was time for the toasts and after-dinner speeches. Following the
dispensing of suitable potations, Irish whiskey or a Baileys, this
began with Triona proposing a toast to His Majesty, the King of
Malaysia which was followed with Ann-Marie proposing a toast to
friendship. Following this Mr Eugene O’Neil took the dais to toast
Saint Patrick in his own inimitable way and then we were introduced
to the new Irish Ambassador to Malaysia, His Excellency Mr Declan
Kelly, who joins us with his wife Ann from his previous appointment
in Canada. Mr Kelly spoke to the audience of, amongst other
things, the strong ties between Ireland and Malaysia, particularly
in education and industry.
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Story by Steve Holmes | Photos by Adrian Cheah

Throughout the evening we were well entertained by a variety
of acts, the most charming of which were the Inspirational Dance
Group who hail from Singapore who gave several performances of
‘rince gaelach’, better known to us non-Irish as Irish dancing. The
group consisted of four young ladies who delighted the audience
with their energetic Terpsichorean display. The very talented
Ronald and Sons continued to entertain us with their ability to play
a variety of instruments and with Ronald’s fine singing voice. As
my wife tells me, the best way to end the evening is with a good
‘boogie’, so eager ladies and perhaps not so eager men took to the
dance floor to music provided by the excellent group Charuchi. I
vaguely remember dancing myself at one stage, so they must have
been good.
As the evening came to a close and we set off for home, except
those diehards who retired to Farquhar’s Bar, it was agreed amongst
us that a splendid evening was had by all. The PIA Saint Patrick’s
celebrations, like a good wine, are getting better as the years pass.
We look forward to supporting the PIA next year when I’m sure
there will be lots of ‘ceol agus craic’.
Irish Insights • No. 5 • May 2011
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A sincere “Go Raibh Maith Agaibh” to our sponsors

E

innegan’s, Malaysia’s leading chain
of Irish pubs and restaurants is now in
Penang. Synonymous with great service,
excellent pub grub and bars boasting an
extensive range of fresh, quality beers,
spirits and wines.

E

A

SB International, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Electricity Supply Board,
Ireland’s main electricity utility. ESBI builds,
owns and operates power stations, as well
as providing a full range of engineering and
consultancy services to clients in the power
sector worldwide. With over 1,000 staff,
ESBI’s expertise covers all aspects of energy
projects, from concept to development to
operation and maintenance. To date ESBI has
carried out projects in over 115 countries.
ESBI has a proven track record in investing
and running major power projects and is a
trusted partner in the industry.

P

athfinders Relocation Services
offers a total relocation service,
tailored to the specific needs of expats and
their families. Our team has a thorough
understanding of Malaysian and Western
cultures, people and systems. This enables
us to cover all aspects of the relocation
process. A member of the RELOC8 Asia
Pacific Group.

I

re-Tex Corporation Berhad’s principal activities are the design and fabrication of polymer-based protective packaging
products. Other activities include contract
manufacturing services, preparing sub-assembly of chasis, manufacturing polymerbased materials, conversion of corrugated
paper boxes, trading of raw materials, computers and finished goods, providing testing and calibration services, generation of
biomass energy and investment holdings.
The Group operates in Malaysia and China.

A

mee Philips Exclusive Jewellery is an independent jewellery company, designing, crafting and marketing
exclusive jewellery. Amee, married to an
Irishman Drew Philips, has been producing
exclusive jewellery for over 15 years and
has established herself as a connoisseur of
genuine gemstones and an innovator of
versatile jewellery with her award winning
V-Clip. Her creations are the essence of style,
and sophistication treasured by the elegant
women of the 21st century.
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F

astern & Oriental Hotel (E&O
Hotel). A tranquil haven in the bustling
heart of Penang, this Grande Dame of
historical, colonial charm offers its guests
the finest traditions of luxury and service.
Celebrating 125 years.

llied Pickfords: The Allied
Pickfords brand is known throughout
the world as a premier supplier of moving
services. Our history goes back almost four
centuries and our “Pickfords” name has
been long synonymous with high quality
home moving. From the pack horses
of the early seventeenth century to the
most advanced shipping and transport
methods of today, Allied Pickfords has
grown to become the largest dedicated
home moving organisation in the world.

T

he Wine Shop supply wines for retail
& wholesale, weddings anniversaries,
wine tasting and training, corporate
functions and events. Also sells a variety of
gourmet products.

C

rown Relocations (crownrelo.
com) provides expense management,
policy consulting and programme
administration, online tracking tools,
storage, transit protection, home and
school search, intercultural services, and
domestic and international transportation
of household goods and other services.
We serve corporations, diplomats and
private customers. Crown Relocations, a
division of the Crown Worldwide Group
(crownworldwide.com) operates from
over 200 locations in 50 countries.

H

ealy Mac’s Irish Bar &
Restaurant opened its doors in
Penang on 18 February 2011. Situated in
the heart of the new Strait’s Quay Marina
with beautiful sea and sunset views, Healy
Mac’s can genuinely boast to being the
foremost truly, authentic Irish Pub on the
Pearl of the Orient. Offering an ambience
that somehow straddles the modern and
traditional. Their award-wining chef’s
creations not only include Irish legends
such as Irish stew but also a range of
cosmopolitan dishes. Has all the latest live
sports coverage.

Penang Irish Association

A Big Thank You to:
w
w
w
w
w
w
w

His excellence Mr. Declan Kelly and his wife Ann for gracing the event.
E&0 Hotel for such a grand evening. Marco G. Battistotti and his hardworking team for coordinating
the event as well as Chef Bob and his team for the delightful spread.
Ronald Vic C. De Leon and his talented sons for some sweet Irish as well as current tunes.
The Inspirational Dance Group from Singapore.
Bibi van Gemert for her kind assistance with the website.
Adrian Cheah from Neo Sentuhan for designing all our materials and photographing the event.
All who supported in one way or another in making the St. Patrick’s Celebration 2011 a great success.

Introducing the Committee

Maggie Territt
President

Ann Marie O’Toole
Vice President

Triona Chelliah
Liaison Officer

I was born in Portlaoise, but lived in Dublin for 10 years before leaving Ireland in
1994. My husband, Eugene works in the electricity business for ESBI. We started
expat life in West Africa, first in Sierra Leone and then The Gambia. In 1996 we
moved to India, and in 1999, arrived in Penang where we are both enjoying life.
In all our overseas postings, I have been involved in Expatriate Organisations
including being President of IWA for 2003-2005. Now in addition to PIA, I am
enjoying my involvement with FoodFriends and Expatriate Lifestyle Magazine.
Dia‘s Mhuire agaibh. Is Mise Áine Marie O’Tuathail. I come from a place called
Clonad, near the town of Portlaoise. I’m here with my husband who works for
ESBI. Ed’s work has meant we’ve lived outside of Ireland – UK, South-East Asia,
Pakistan and Malaysia – for the last sixteen years. Both of us love Asia, Malaysia,
and Penang in particular, so now, we have decided to build our home here on
this lovely tropical island of Penang. I was active in the International Women’s
Association (IWA) and held various posts including Vice-President. Well a dhúine
úaisle, I look forward to seeing you all at our PIA upcoming functions.
Triona Chelliah, née Keane, born in County Claire Republic of Ireland arrived
in Malaysia in 1981. I have lived in Kuala Lumpur and Penang and have been
running my own Relocation business since 1996.

I am from Mallow, Co. Cork, Ireland. Before moving to Penang I worked in
Dublin as Marketing Manager for BT Ireland. I moved to Penang in 2007 with my
husband Damian who works with ESBI in Kulim. We have a son Luke whom we
adopted in Malaysia. In Penang I work voluntarily at St. Nicholas’ Home for the
blind. I was the Entertainment Chair for IWA in 2008 and am now a member of
Rosie Murray
Events & Membership Penang Irish Association.
Officer
Irish Insights • No. 5 • May 2011

19

St. Patrick’s Ball 2011, Kuala Lumpur

Ann Marie O’Toole

T

he eighty-sixth St. Patrick’s Society of Selangor Annual Ball
2011 was held at the Hilton Hotel Kuala Lumpur on Saturday,
10 March. Once again this year the President and Vice President of
PIA (Penang Irish Association) were honoured to be invited as VIP
Guests at the grand ball.
860 guests filled the beautifully decorated ballroom festooned
with the shields and emblems of the thirty-two counties of Ireland,
plus two huge backdrops depicting the theme for this year,
‘Dreaming’ based around the storytelling tradition of Ireland.
As usual, the guests are all seated in the ballroom, when the
Vice President asks them to be upstanding for the arrival of the
distinguished guests. The distinguished guests arrive two by two,
with the Ambassador of Ireland and his lovely wife in front being
led by a full pipe band playing traditional airs. Both Maggie T and I
are very proud to be part of this distinguished group representing
PIA and the Irish of Penang.
When all VIPs were seated the President of the Irish Society of
Selangor, Mr Jeffery Bannister gave the welcome address. As is
traditional at all Irish functions in KL, the much loved and respected
Datin Paduka, the Rev. Sr. Enda said the grace before meals in
Gaeilge (our native Irish language), then dinner was served.
Throughout dinner there was a wonderful selection of
entertainment, all with an Irish flair. At different intervals both the
Malaysian and Irish National Anthems were sung. A troupe of Irish
Dancers from the Alice Smith School of Dancing delighted and
thrilled the crowd with a magnificent display.
His Excellency Mr. Declan Kelly, Ireland’s ambassador to
Malaysia, gave a very heart-warming speech, and passed on the
President of Ireland’s message to all the Irish and friends of Irish
abroad on St. Patrick’s Day. There were many toasts including one
to the Agong (King of Malaysia), to St. Patrick, to Ireland and all the
Irish at home and abroad.
The traditional entertainment continued with a special guest
piece; Cantus Musicus and the golden voice of Anna Mulroney,
who sang a couple of beautiful songs. Then on stage came the
Folksmen DC, a band all the way from Dublin, who belted out some
foot-tapping jigs and reels and plenty of the old favourites.
When dessert was served, the Vice President spoke briefly
thanking all the Ball Committee for their hard work and dedication.
This was followed by a Roll of Honour for all the ball sponsors.
Then it was time for the big prize draw, a trip for two people
to Dublin, business class, courtesy of Eithad Airways. With all the
formalities finalized the Vice President thanked everyone, there was
the official opening of the “Shebeen”, where the Irish Ambassador
was asked to lead the way (as if we needed to be led!) and get the
drinking underway.
Dancing for the evening in the big ballroom was with a KL band,
“Smokin’ Mondays”, while in another smaller ballroom the rugby
match with Ireland vs Wales was being shown. Unfortunately,
Ireland were beaten by the better team on the night.
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The Folksmen DC reappeared at 2:00am in the miniballroom and began a great session of Irish music. My friends
and I danced our legs off until
5:30am, at which stage we had
to “call it a night”. Those blessed
with more stamina continued
until the “Champers Breakfast”
at 7:00am.
It was a fun-filled night
from start to finish. Happy and
still jolly, but also quite weary
and exhausted, my friends
and I headed for our rooms
and our beds, with a glass of
champagne in one hand and
our shoes in other.
Yet another great St. Patrick’s
Celebration in KL. Thank you
Guys for a fun night. Sláinte

Penang Irish Association

17 March: St. Patrick’s Day
th

Ann Marie
O’Toole

S

t. Patrick’s Night, 17 March 2011 at Healy Mac’s new Irish Bar
and Restaurant at Straits Quay – What a Celebration, and what
a night!
We arrived at about 6pm; early we thought, but already both
inside and outside tables were all ready filling up. Richie Caplice, the
bar manager all the way from Tipperary in Ireland, was on hand to
greet and welcome everyone with a warm Irish welcome as people
arrived. The bar was festooned with green balloons, shamrocks,
and the Irish tricolour, plus the flags and emblems of all 32 counties
of Ireland.
On arrival, traditional music was being played on
loudspeakers, while the national sports of Gaelic football and
hurling were being shown on telly. PIA had one long table
dressed in the national colours, reserved for all their guests.
Before long, what seemed like hundreds of people were
all pouring into Healy Mac’s, many dressed in all possible
shades of green, including Irish hats, bandages and fun Irish
accessories, all looking forward to a good party, to drown
the Shamrock with pints of Guinness on St. Patrick’s Night.
At 8:00pm the entertainment for the evening began,
Ronald and his two young sons, playing and singing well
known Irish songs. The boys both played Irish traditional
music on fiddles & tin whistles, to the delight of all the Irish there.
Soon we were up on the floor dancing and swinging to the sound
of jigs and reels.
As the Guinness flowed, the punters found their voices, singing
their favourite songs along with the band. Plates of hot snacks
arrived to all tables courtesy of Healy Mac’s; this, needless to say,
went down a treat. We were all amazed at the number of people
who turned up to celebrate, and the craic continued on until the
wee hours of the morning.
The shamrock was well and truly drowned, the bar’s stock of
Guinness exhausted, and St. Patrick well honoured by the time we
all left for home.
This we hope will be the first of many great Irish nights, and
celebrations at Healy Mac’s Real Irish Bar and Restaurant in
Penang.
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Date:
19 March 2011
Runsite:	TAR College
Hare:
Irish Wolfshounds
Scribe:	Bob Sawyer

T

he Iceman asked me a couple
weeks ago, knowing that like
most Americans I have a little Irish
in me, whether I’d like to help him set
his run. Always looking for an excuse to blow
off work early on a Friday afternoon, I agreed,
assuming we’d be a whole clan of Irish at the task.
Found out a couple days before from the Iceman
that “it’ll just be us two chickens”! So I decided I’d
better bring my newfound stray dog, Tiger, along
for support.
Tiger set off at a furious pace, ignoring the
three bars we set to charge off on his own over
the bars, looking for gold, or was it snakes or
monkeys or leprechauns? We struggled to keep
up with him, and feeling sorry for the furry mutt
I ended up giving him well over half the water
in my CamelBak to keep him cool and hydrated.
Next time I’ll put Guinness in there and see if that
slows him down!
We came to the field of giant boulders on the
big on-up on the back side of the hill, and I was
sure I spotted a leprechaun peeping out from
under a giant pile of boulders.
We climbed over and under the boulders
trying to catch the little fella and not get whacked
by his shillelagh (pronounced shill-lay-lee), but
we never could catch him.
I was thinking to myself, “aiyo, Crab¬by’s
gonna hate this boulder route and I’m really
gonna hear about it” – but what to do, if Tiger
could climb, over and through, then everyone
should manage, right? Wrong.
On the on-down, about 3.5 hours into setting
the run and in fading light (and, cleverly, neither
of us had brought a torchlight), Iceman veered
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off to the right and I sagaciously advised him,
“yeah, if we go that way, we’ll find a track that
takes us above the quarry and we can go out the
quarry road”. Wrong again. 30 min later we found
ourselves entangled in thorny vines and getting
stung by swarms of killer bees, with no sign of
even a rubber tapper’s trail. Turn back and pick
up paper, was the wise move. We found older and
wiser (yeah, right, older than Iceman and me!)
hashers had previously set a trail down, and not
wanting to reinvent the wheel, we set that steep
slippery on down that the hashers all enjoyed so
much so late into the night!
Tiger gave up on us at that point and
disappeared off the trail. We called and called
but – this being his first hash experience – he
didn’t call back. We thought we’d lost him, but
when we finally emerged, there he was waiting
patiently near to the start. Clearly, even on his
first run, Tiger could find a faster and better way
down than we could!
On the Saturday, the new GM called the
circle to send us off. Mini Sausage (GM) was
masquerading as a leprechaun, and even with
that funny green hat, his 6foot high frame didn’t
quite look the part. Iceman announced it as a
“medium” run (huh?), and the pack set off with
no idea what they were in for.
The Shark and the usual frontrunners took
off fast, only to find themselves at the back of
the pack after the first bar check at the foot of
the hill. The mid-packers were in the front as we
passed through the temple by the stream and
Tiger jumped in for a drink. The next bar check at
the stream by the little dam caught out Inspector
Gadget and all those who “thought” they were
suddenly in front. Again the pack inverted and
now Itchy Bayee who always seems to have
covert intelligence about where the checks are
and Red Oktober took the lead.
After the third bar check at the top of that
forest trail, paper veered left straight up the back
Penang Irish Association
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of the Haunted House Hill, and everyone fell into
a rhythm of agonized groaning. Crabby and I
passed Bibi Tulips and Linda, as well as Goh Soon
Ghee and Lina Posh until we hit the traffic jam at
the big boulders.
Lim (exGM) was perched with his wife,
Jasmine on top of the boulder, peering nervously
down the other side, where they had to climb 5
meters down a big log at a 45+ degree angle. I
called out to everyone to crawl through a hole
underneath, and amidst a barrage of blarney
from my other half, one by one people crawled
through, albeit with bloody knees. Meanwhile
Lim gallantly offered to climb down the big log
first, leading the way for his fair lady. But as soon
as he put his weight on the log, which had a girth
even bigger than he did, the log snapped like a
twig and Lim came tumbling down on top of me.
We both managed to get Jasmine down off the
rock, although my shoulder, used as a footstep,
will never be the same.
As we topped the hill and it was almost dark,
I said to Crabby, “hmm, I wonder how that virgin
hasher, Cornelius from Alabama, is gonna hack
this run.” Prescient. No water, no torchlight, first
run ever, new to the climate, no tread on his
shoes, and guided by Jenn 28A…hmm. Recipe for
disaster! I told Iceman when I got back, “better not
drink too much Guinness, we’re gonna be going
back in looking for that guy”! However Cornelius
emerged shortly before 9pm, led by the intrepid
jungle warriors DOM, Not My Hair, Doreena and
Jenn 28A – and with a big toothy grin on his face.
After a couple of free Guinness’s and a plateful of
Maggie’s luscious Irish stew, roast pork with apple
sauce, mixed salad, and Irish soda bread with wild
Irish salmon on top, virgin hasher Cornelius – like
all of us – was basking in the wonder of it all and
vowing to come back for more!
To Iceman, Maggie, Gracie and Johnny I say
“go raibh maith agat” – thank you! Good run,
fantastic food, and great craic.
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PIA (Penang Irish Association) in
partnership with Healy Mac’s (Irish Bar
and Restaurant) is launching a new
golfing society in Penang. The aim is
to promote the game of golf at various
courses in and around Penang. Also to
promote social activity, play for fun,
fellowship, a little competition and the
great outdoors.
We are planning to launch this in
July with a practice round in June.
Membership for 2011 will be RM100
inclusive of membership to PIA, loyalty
card from Healy Macs and a golf Tshirt.
Handicaps will be maintained by
committee and adjusted if necessary
after each competition. i.e., if you win
a competition your handicap will be
reduced if your score is 36 or better.
Most importantly it will be a fun,
relaxing and enjoyable day out as we
play our best golf while respecting the
rules and etiquette of the club we are
visiting.
Minimum six outings a year.
Captains prize to be played in Kuala
Lumpur. To enter this competition
you must play in at least three
competitions.

President:

Richard Caplice

Men’s Captain:	Drew Phillips
Ladies’ Captain:	Maggie Territt

We will have a Golfer
of the year.
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Online Tracking
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Orientation Tours
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We understand the importance of making your relocation experience
as smooth as possible. After all, we’re not just relocating your
possessions, we are helping to relocate what’s most precious in
your life. Crown Relocations is a leading provider of domestic and
international moving and settling-in services with over 180 locations
in 55 countries.
Well Connected. Worldwide.TM

Call us at
(60) 4 645 1166
or visit
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for details.

Penang
Irish Association
3/25/2011
1:44:56 PM

Bridge Tournament at Villa
Primavera with PIA winners Barbara Williams (1st Prize) and
Bibi van Gemert. Congratulations!
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Finnegan’s.

Dear friends,
Thank you
your support for
friendship. Mand
ing you all a isskeep in touchnd
.
With love alw
ays,
Rosie
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PIA Membership
Rosie Murray

2010

was a great year for Penang Irish
Association with so many new
members joining and extra activities being
added to our calendar of events. Penang Irish
Association is delighted to announce that we
now have over 320 members of many different
nationalities.
Being a member of the Penang Irish
Association entitles you to cheaper tickets to our
main event of the year which is the St. Patrick’s
Ball. Members are also invited to other PIA events
throughout the year – PIA’s Christmas Party, our
Marguerita Club, Girls Weekend getaway and
many more. In 2010, PIA also co-organised the
Luscious Ladies Day in Shades of Pink event
which was held in October and raised RM20,000
for Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital Penang. It
was an amazing morning of sharing, giving and
supporting one another. Join us again this year
on Friday, 7 October 2011.
We are also very excited to announce that all
PIA members will receive a privilege card from
Healy Mac’s entitling you to 10% discount.
To join PIA, please contact a committee
member. The membership fee for 2011 is RM30.
We look forward to seeing you at our events.
Please check our Calendar of Events for 2011 and
join us for a fun-filled time.

We welcome new members from Ireland:
w Richard Caprice
w Martin Healy
w Liam Healy
w Johnny and Cathia Lillis and family
w Frances and Patrick McGoldrick
w Barry and Shareen Leddy and family
w Bruce
w Marie and Liam Kirwan

PIA’s New Logo

Introducing our new, updated
PIA logo that reflects our motto
– ‘Bringing Ireland to Penang’.
This logo was designed by our
very talented graphic designer,
Adrian Cheah.
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Calendar of Events
2011
April	

Margarita Club with the Movers
& Shakers

April

Friday, 22nd – Irish Afternoon
Tea with Easter Bonnets at 1885
restaurant, E&O Hotel.

June

Thursday, 9th – Our Annual Quiz
Night – “Are you smarter than
the average Irish person?”

June

Sunday, 12th – First outing for
Tee Totalers Golfing Society
Penang (TTGSP)

July

Sunday, 17th – TTGSP Outing

August

Sunday, 7th – TTGSP Outing

September

Sunday, 4th – TTGSP Outing

September	 Pub night a casual get together
October

Sunday, 2nd – TTGSP Outing

October

Friday morning, 7th – Luscious
Ladies Day In Shades Of Pink

October

Asian Gaelic Games in Korea
– dates to be confirmed by
email.

November	

Sunday, 13th – TTGSP Outing in
Kuala Lumpur

December

Christmas Party
Bridge Tournament

2012
Jan/Feb

Pub night and AGM

March

Friday, 9th – St. Patrick’s
Celebrations in Penang

Plus a few dates with the Movers & Shakers
Margarita Club
* Please note golfing dates are tentative so check
website or emails for updates and confirmation.
Penang Irish Association

