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Head Chef Andrew has earned a distinction certificate in the world-class Ballymaloe Cookery School,
which is continuously voted the best in Ireland. They pride themselves on using fresh ingredients
and making their food taste delicious with various seasoning of herbs and spices. Andrew has
adapted to these methods and techniques and will create a Ballymaloe feeling to Healy Mac’s menu.
The famous Darina and Rachel Allen taught Andrew countless cooking skills, which are used for
all the delicious dishes served at Healy Mac’s.
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n the last year PIA has continued to grow and we have added another sporting event
that promotes two extremely important aspects of Irish culture, the athletic art of
Gaelic football and what the Irish do best – having the Craic (drinking, partying and
generally having a ball). This adds on to the many PIA events held throughout 2012.
Among them included the very intellectual Quiz Night, three St. Patrick’s celebrations,
many enjoyable evenings with the Movers & Shakers Margarita Club, PIA Christmas Party,
golf outing with Tee Totalers Golfing Society Penang (TTGSP), Gaelic football and our
AGM at Healy Mac’s. Another highlight was the annual charity event, “Luscious Ladies
Day in Shades of Pink” (LLDSP) run as a joint venture with other organisations managed
to raise RM57,000 for Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital and Rumah Hospice Penang. Special
thanks to the very hardworking and creative LLDSP committee and to all who made an
effort to support this fund-raising event. You are all stars!
On February 2nd, the “Inaugural Coconut Cup” was held in Penang in association with
PIA. What a great weekend! See page 10 and 11 for full story.
Our theme for the 2013 St. Patrick’s celebration was “The Penang Gathering”, in line
with the Irish government’s effort to promote and encourage all to visit Ireland. This
outstanding night was our largest yet and attended by over 320 revellers. Even “Elvis”
was in the house. With a variety of scrumptious spread, rocking entertaining and barrels
of Guinness, it was easy to let your hair down and drown the shamrock. This successful
annual event was made possible with the continuous support of our sponsors – go raibh
míle maith agaibh go leir. With 13 successful years running, it’s not surprising that we have
already received bookings for 2014!
TTGSP in partnership with Healy Mac’s celebrate their second season with over 80
members. Members enjoyed the golf outings, the competition as well as the fellowship while
spending time in the great outdoors and returning to the 19th hole at Healy Mac’s. See full
story on Page 26 and 27. Those interested, please sign up with any PIA Committee members.
What makes PIA a highly dynamic association is that members from diverse
nationalities are able to share with one another their rich cultures and traditions, to enjoy
what life in Penang has to offer, to meet new friends, to enjoy a good game of golf, to play
a friendly game of Gaelic football on weekends, to savour elegant fine dining experiences
and to celebrate life little pleasures among friends. All these are made possible with our
clear focus and direction that has not changed in any way as we continue to support
our members, our sponsors and our partners. Amazing responses to our events in 2012
draws a resounding note that we are on the right track.
In 2012, I was privileged to attended three memorable Irish events in the region. In
October, the 17th Asian Gealic Games held in Kuala Lumpur provided the Irish abroad a
unique opportunity to play our national sport in a competitive capacity. The venue was
impressive and the organisation of the games was very professional. The games were a
huge success! Join this year’s games, again in Kuala Lumpur scheduled for October. That
weekend, I also attended the 6th Asia Pacific Irish Business Forum where a large delegation
of Irish business people gathered from all over Asia to share business experiences and
to explore potential business opportunities. For the third event, I travelled to Singapore
with Amee and Drew Phillips to attend the Emerald Ball themed, “A Wilde Night Out”. This
glamorous ball attended by many of Singapore elite was held at the St. Regis and hosted
by the Singapore Ireland Fund. That evening, they raised over SD 600,000. Thank you to
Dr. Lee Sze Min for extending the invitation to us.
Our committee although small in numbers is indeed vibrant. We will dearly miss two
members – in December 2012, Richie Caplice returned to Ireland to start a new job and
in January 2013, Ann Marie made a personal decision to resign from the committee. We
thank them for their contributions to PIA and wish them well in their future endeavours.
Thanks a bunch Triona and Drew for all your support, hard work and contributions to
PIA. A warm welcome to our newly elected Vice President, Barry Leddy and Membership
Officer, Richard Hennessy. Find out more about Barry and Richand on Page 23.
In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to thank you all for the support and
generosity given to the PIA in the last year. Looking forward to another interesting year
with PIA! As always, bringing Ireland closer to you.

Maggie T



Annual Quiz 2012

Maggie T

O

ur annual Quiz Night was a huge success with 19
teams and over 120 guests in attendance. The
challenge that evening was – “Are you smarter
than the average Irish person?” and well, the answer
drawn from this event was a “No”, as the winning team
was almost all Irish!
Congratulation to James Tobin and his team from ESBI,
“The Trouble Makers” who emerged as champion with the
highest score of 71 marks. However, between the 2nd and
3rd placing, there was only very little difference – just ½ a
point to be exact. Triona’s company entered two teams
and while “Sex, Drugs and Relocation” were down the list,
“Pathfinders Relocation Services 2” took the 2nd spot with
a team of mixed nationalities. The 3rd place went to “The
Internationals”, a team comprising of an Irish, a Dutch, a
Belgian, a Penangite and a British. This team has always
managed to be in the top three positions for the last four
years. What an exciting exercise to challenge our brain
power right through the competition! Kudos to all our
winners and great effort to all who participated.
As we only organise this event once a year, we had to
make it memorable for all and the questions to the quiz
had to be extremely challenging. While tabling the scores
every round, we notice that questions on Movies, Music,
Local Knowledge and Pictures suited most as everyone
scored well. The local team, “Obedient Husbands 2” (2nd
in 2011) did well and was leading up to the section on
Local Knowledge but lost in round 8 and 9 on History
and Sports. We recommend that next year’s participating
teams put in more effort in these categories.

Top 10 Teams:
1st		 The Trouble Makers’
2nd		 PRS2
3rd		 The Internationals
4th		 Obedient Husbands 2
5th		 Native Wit
6th		 Tenby Tigers
7th		 The Clones Cyclones & Team Nuggent
8th		 The Brainacs, St. Christopher’s
9th		 Fire Fox 5+1, Prince of Wales
10th Tikketi Boo
Special thanks goes out to Bibi and Eddie for setting the
questions (indeed, not an easy task). Also thanks a bunch
Bibi for being our Quiz Master for the evening and Healy
Mac’s for providing the venue.
We raised RM2,370 that evening and this will help to
fund our Pink Cancer Charity event in October (i.e., tickets,
posters, backdrop, etc.).
Thank you all for your continuous support and for
making this another great PIA event. Till we meet again
next year, join us and prove us wrong, that you are smarter
than the average Irish person.

Top in Round:
Round 1	 Art & Literature: joint winners – PRS2 and
		
The Trouble Makers on 6 points
Round 2
Geography: joint winners – The Trouble
		
Makers and The Internationals on 5 points
Round 3
Movies: The Clones Cyclones on 10 points
Round 4
Science & Nature: Tikketi Boo on 8 points
Round 5
Music: Obedient Husbands 2 on 14 points
Round 6
Local Knowledge: Obedient Husbands
Round 7
Pictures: PRS2 on 12 points
Round 8
History: The Trouble Makers on 6 points
Round 9
Sports: The Trouble Makers on 6 points
Round 10 General Knowledge: joint winners – PRS2,
		
Native Wit & Team Nuggent on 7 points.
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4th Luscious Lady Day Shades of Pink 2012
Themed: “Simply the Best”

N

obody knows what is waiting for us around the
corner and thus, we should live life to the full now,
and occasionally take time out just for ourselves.
The idea behind Luscious Lady Day Shades of Pink
(LLDSP) 2012 is to have a “feel good day” while raising
funds for a good cause. With this in mind, PIA, FoodFriends
Penang and this year, we are joined by Amee Philips
and teamed up with E&O Hotel to bring you a fun-filled
morning of pampering, style and glamour as we raised
funds for Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital (50%) and
Rumah Hospice Penang (50%).
The exciting Friday morning of 5th October featured
a fabulous brunch for Foodies and an amazing catwalk
show. It had international models of all ages showcasing
this season’s new look from Penang’s top designers and
exclusive boutiques. The collection featured the best
Penang has to offer, from glamorous cocktail dresses to
elegant evening wear plus dazzling versatile jewellery
from Amee Philips. It was a perfect opportunity for
women to spend precious moments together over a
glass or two of Pink Bubbles from The Cosmo Bar and
enjoy some of life’s little pleasures.
Cancer affects all our lives at some point or another
and almost everyone knows someone who has been
affected by it. Breast cancer is the second most common
cancer among women, second only to skin cancer. Breast
Cancer Awareness month in October is a reminder to
women across the world of the value of early detection
and through fundraising and support groups, gives hope
to women in need.



This year, Luscious Lady Day
Shades of Pink had a full
ballroom of over 300 guests
and successfully raised
RM56,590. PIA topped up
the amount to make it
RM57,000 and paid all the
costs related to organising
the event.
Special thanks goes
out to Susan from Focal
Concepts
who
helped
with the beautiful Pink
decorations for the ballroom
and the amazing models for
the catwalk. Also a big thank
you to all the committee
members of LLDSP 2012
– Maggie T, Ann Marie
O’Toole, Alison Holmes,
Femke Lightart, Davina
Dunn and Debbie Song
– for all their hard work and
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Many Thanks to our
Pink Sponsors
& Supporters
Pink Sponsors
Amee Philips Exclusive Jewellery
The Wine Shop
E&O Group
Eastern Carpets Singapore
Four Seasons Langkawi
Holiday Inn Resort Penang
GlobalEye

Supported by

commitment. Most importantly, to each and every one
of you who participated and made an effort to support
this fund-raising event. You’re a star! To echo words of
wisdom from Winston Churchill, “We make a living by
what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
Cheque presentations to Mount Miriam
Cancer Hospital and Rumah Hospice Penang
were carried out in early December 2012. Like
ripples in a pond, your generosity here has a
multiplying effect that reaches the hearts of
many in Penang.

Focal Concepts
Jutaprint
Neo Senthuhan Sdn Bhd
Pathfinders Relocation
Ria Grant | Sarah Glover
Femke Studio | Dbee Robinson
Terry | Peter Knox | Mondele Couture
RG Creations | Tamasha | ER’NOR
Le Ann | Buds & Blossoms
Baskin Robbins | Golden Sands Resort
Hard Rock Hotel Penang
Parkroyal Penang Resort & Spa
G Hotel Penang | Traders Hotel Penang
YTL Group | Tanjung Rhu, Langkawi
Pelangi Hotel Langkawi
Anderman Hotel Langkawi
Shangri-La Rasa Sayang Resort & Spa
Le Meridian in Koh Samumi
Royal Selangor | Rustic Heritage
The Chocolate Boutique
Fuan Wong The Gallery
Studio Howard | E Antik
Jonthan Yun (Silver Jewellery)
Blossom Art Gallery
Vipin Carpets | Charlie Care
Uniplan | Glam Pride | Isofu
Rita’s Hand painted box
Healy Mac’s | Cooking with Jo
Kebano | Lancome | Step to Health
Chin’s Restaurant (Soho Group)
Johnny Golf lessons
Utamaro Lamp Art
Le Quan Art Gallery
Ritz Saloon (Hairstyles for Models)
M Group (Door Gifts)
One Image (Balloons)
Biggie Best
Burts Bees
Blossoms Art Gallery


Carpets evoke the magic of the Arabian Nights

PIA’s

inaugural carpet auction was
held in June 2012 at Sarkies
Corner of the elegant E&O
Hotel. The atmospheric venue was ideal for the displaying
and viewing of the beautiful carpets. Guests mingled
over wine and canapés while deciding on their favourite
carpets to bid on during the auction.
Eastern Carpets from Singapore presented a special
collection of hand–knotted carpets assembled from
the International Trade Fair where the latest trends and
innovations in materials and designs first hit the market.
Whether traditional, modern or antique, Eastern
Carpets showcased a wide variety of rugs and carpets from
every corner of the globe to cater to a broad audience.
Guests were amazed by the fabulous designs, vibrant
colours and fantastic carpets that evoke the magic of the
Arabian Nights. There was variety, quality and originality
in the collection of carpets that were on display.
The event was a Charity fundraiser for PIA’s Pink
Cancer Fund and Eastern Carpets generously contributed
10 percent from their sale that evening to this fund, plus a
lovely carpet that was auctioned off blind.
We had a small group of eager bidders who enjoyed
the chase, myself included. I went home that evening
with four wonderful carpets and was very happy with my
purchases, as were the other bidders. My favourite one
on auction that night was an exquisite Persian Qashqui
carpet which had beautiful colours and I could envision it
complementing perfectly a room I had yet
to complete decorating. There were a
few bidders but I stayed the course

Maggie T

and triumphed eventually. What an exciting night and I
enjoyed the bidding while being able to do my part for
charity!
RM12,000 was raised from the night for our Pink Cancer
Fund. A big thank you to all our supporters, bidders and
especially to Eastern Carpets Singapore for a magical
evening.
Hope to see all of you on Saturday, May 25th at this
year’s carpet auction as it is a good time to meet friends
and the opportunity to bid for quality carpets.

Practical Tips
on Cleaning Carpets
Here are some practical tips on cleaning your
carpets as many hand knotted carpets are ruined
from neglect or from receiving the wrong type of
treatment:
w Keeping your carpet clean and free from dirt is
the best protection from damage.
w A strong bristled broom or brush is ideal for
removing dirt before it is ground in by our feet.
w For general cleaning, turn the carpet over with
the pile against the floor and sweep the underside
with firm strokes to loosen the particles of dirt
and sand from the pile. Turn the carpet back over
onto a clean floor and then brush against and
then with the pile.
w Vacuum cleaners can be used, if used carefully
in the direction of the pile, no more than once a
week and never on the fringes.
w Before starting to hand clean your carpet there
are a few important things to remember; Stains
treated before hand, test the colourfast with a
damp white cloth on a small, highly coloured
area first and if the cloth comes away highly
coloured, send it straight to the professionals.
You carpet needs five hours of sunlight to dry
completely.
w A solution of half a cup of shampoo mixed with
four and a half cups of warm water can be used –
the carpet should be lying flat on a hard surface
with pile facing upwards. Use small circular
motion while maintaining a constant pressure
while cleaning.
Remember craftsman may have devoted years of
their lives and energy to the knotting of your carpet.
Be gentle always.
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“Inaugural Coconut Cup”
Gaelic Football Club Penang

Sinead Territt

O

n Saturday the 2nd of February the “Inaugural
Coconut Cup” was held in Penang in association
with the PIA.
The Sunday before the actual “competition”, a helpful
Gaelic football skills session was organised to run through
some simple drills and rules – rules, which the players were
informed, could change” depending on how the day was
going”. The Coconut Cup was sure to be an intriguing event
with rules such as – Ladies points will count as double and
“over celebrating when winning will be frowned upon,
sharing a drink with your opponents will be rewarded”.
In true Irish style there was a Welcome Party organised
the night before the actual event so the 40+ players could
meet and start having the actual craic before they got
“serious” on the pitch the following day. It was decided
that the pre party would be “held in one place instead
of a drinking tour around the area due to concerns that
we may overstrain ourselves and upset the drinks to
exercise ratio for the weekend”– good thinking by the
organisers. The venue for the pre party was Via Pre and the
theme of the party, just to make things more interesting,
was 80’s Icons! As partygoers, I mean players arrived, an
array of famous faces were present. There were at least 5
Madonnas, conical bras and all, numerous 80s Rockstars
and Sportstars, Magnum PI made an appearance twice
(once without a moustache which shouldn’t have been
allowed!) and for some, since it didn’t specify which 80sthey came as Flinstone characters, Fred and Willma.
There was colour and back combed hair galore as team
mates were introduced to each other and shots were
frantically downed!
The four team captains were introduced: Mike
Fortier, Shannon Beauce, Jen Heal, Glen Fraser – this
announcement made things more interesting as
the last two captains were husband and wife and
organisers were already describing the event as “War
of the Roses”! The 80s hits were blasted out and the
dance floor was packed for the whole night where
players were presumably practicing their moves for
the next day. Organiser from the PIA stressed that
they were leaning heavily on “our Canadian friends
to ensure the games were played in a friendly and
sportsman-like way”– well everyone knows the Irish
are always determined to win-no matter what!
10
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Somehow players managed to drag themselves
and their hangovers out of
bed for the 12.30 kick off
on the Saturday afternoon!
Strangely enough there
was strong aroma of alcohol surrounding the pitch.
Individuals had been assigned to teams in a round
robin style and so team
mates found each other
and their afore mentioned
captains. The first few matches were played quite
vigorously with a lot of extremely skillful moves actually
being made. Scores were close but of course soared if a
female member of the team managed to score, which
they did on many occasions. After an undoubtedly
exciting and eventful day, including a grass cutting
tractor being added (through bribery of the driver) to
Glen Fasers team and somehow 30 players being on
the pitch at once – the climatic final was played –
with a beach ball “to limit completive behaviour”.
The Coconut Cup, which incidentally was the
actual trophy was biodegradable so winners
were warned, “not to get too attached”, was finally
awarded to the days persevering and deserving
winners – Jen Heal and her skillful team! The event was
proud to find an “ALL Star” in the first year – Glen Fraser but
sources feel this was done to avoid trouble at home with his
victorious wife Jen and also he may have bribed someone
for the title. Female MVP of the day was Alexa Trout and
the most prestigious award (after Winner of course) – best
Player on the Pitch was awarded to The Tractor who acting
as goal keeper managed to keep out every single shot on
goal (money well spent by Glen although
he was eventually outsmarted and
outplayed by Jen!)

The winners victoriously drank from the
Coconut Cup and the sporting event was deemed
a huge success especially for promoting the Craic!
Celebrations were to follow in the evening after
the tournament as party-goers / players aptly met up
at Penang’s famous Irish Pub Healy Mac’s where more
prestigious awards were randomly given out and all had
even more craic. For those still able to stand Sunday
morning a recovery brunch was held at Farquar’s Bar at
the elegant E&O Hotel. Special thanks must be made to
Adrian Lai, Paul and Jimmy for all their great organisational
skills and succeeding in hosting a fun-filled
event which promoted Gaelic Football in
Penang and the promise of the Coconut
Cup becoming an annual party / sporting
event. Many thanks to all the players who
travelled from Kuala Lumpur.
If anyone is interested in being
involved in Gaelic Football, please
email <thecoconutcup@gmail.com>
Open to men, women, and kids.
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An Exceptional Culinary Journey

Maggie T

O

n 9th November 2012, more than 80 wine
connoisseurs from PIA and FoodFriends as well as
the corporate community of Penang attended the
Flametree Cellar Door and Winery’s premium wine dinner
at the Feringgi Grill at Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang Resort
and Spa, Penang.
The event which was co-hosted by The Wine Shop Penang
who showcased fine wines from Flametree, Australia’s
Margaret River region.
The wines were complemented by a flawless menu
created by Chef Matthias Tretbar, Feringgi Grill’s chef de
cuisine. We embarked on an exceptional culinary journey
that evening with each course being paired perfectly with
the Flametree wines. My favourite has to be the Duck Confit
with red cabbage, potato fondant, celeriac and merlot
glaze paired with Flametree Cabernet Merlot 2011. This
Cabernet Merlot captured the incredible quality of the 2011
vintage and a classic Margaret River Cabernet Merlot, truly a
tantalising treat.
The Towner family founded Flametree Cellar Door and
Winery in 2007, building on the passion and quest to produce
world class wines with a laid-back quality and elegance.
Flametree sources grapes from local growers of the Margaret
River wine region. All these fine wines are available for sale
at The Wine Shop.
All diners enjoyed a memorable evening of fine wines,
amazing food, good company and the most distinctive
table settings of the stylish Feringgi Grill. We gave a warm
welcome to Chef Matthias who made a big first impression
on everyone and we look forward to many more culinary
journeys with Chef Matthias.

Chef Matthias, German, is the chef de cuisine of the
Shangri-La’s Rasa Saying Resort & Spa fine dining restaurant,
Feringgi Grill. He plans to create a new menu focusing on
grilled dishes with fresh seasonal produce. He promises to keep
the menu interesting with frequent new creations, so expect
something special when you dine at Feringgi Grill.

Menu for Flametree Wine Dinner
Amuse Bouche, Crabmeat & Beetroot tian with
vanilla lemon dressing & herb salad
Flametree Embers Semillon Sauvignon Blanc 2011
***
Boston Lobster Ravioli, braised fennel,
saffron sauce & vine tomatoes
Flametree Chardonnay 2011
***
Duck Confit, red cabbage, potato fondant,
celeriac & merlot glaze
Flametree Cabernet Merlot 2011
***
Wagyu Beef Medallion, risotto cake,
green beans & fig jam with thyme jus
Flametree Shiraz 2011
***
Raspberry Mille feuille with Champagne sorbet
Flametree Late Harvest Riesling 2011
***
Pettit four
Coffee or Tea
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Pathfinder
Relocation
Services

PRS is a member of GlobalNet, a worldwide
service provider network, and also the Reloc8
Asia Pacific Group, a regional network of
relocation management companies. Pathfinder
Relocation Services (P.R.S.) works with Global
Mobility Corporations, multinationals , Malaysian
companies and individuals.

Relocation Made Easy

Our services are personalised, always emphasising
the actual need of the individual and family. P.R.S.
can assist with the following services:
• Home Search
• School Search
• Temporary
• Departure Services
Accommodation
• Car Rental
• Furniture Rental
• Visa & Immigration
• Pet Relocation
• Cultural Training

501-2-B Wisma Thong Sin
Jalan Tanjung Bungah
11200 Penang, Malaysia
Tel: +6 04 8903758
Fax: +6 04 8903884
Email: p.r.s@pathfinder-relocation.com

All aspects of our services are handled
in a positive professional manner
with total commitment to all
our customers.

The Gathering

T

he Gathering Ireland 2013 is a spectacular, year-long
celebration of all things Irish. Throughout 2013, Ireland
is opening its arms to hundreds of thousands of friends
and family from all over the world, calling them home to
gatherings in villages, towns and cities.
Communities throughout Ireland are showcasing and
sharing the very best of Irish culture, tradition, business, sport,
fighting spirit and the uniquely Irish sense of fun.
Over 70 million people worldwide claim Irish ancestry. The
Gathering Ireland 2013 provides the perfect excuse to reach
out to those who have moved away, their relatives, friends and
descendants, and invite them home.
The Gathering is the people’s party. It kicked off in
spectacular style at the New Year’s Eve Festival in Dublin and
is being celebrated through gatherings of the people and
Ireland’s major festivals during 2013.
The Gathering Ireland was launched by the Irish Taoiseach,
Tánaiste and Minister for Tourism in May 2012 and is being
supported by Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland. It promises to
be the biggest tourism initiative ever staged in Ireland.
At the heart of it, The Gathering Ireland is a people-led
project. Everyone is being encouraged to create local gatherings
and invite connections abroad to come and visit Ireland in
2013.
PIA is proud to be a part of this national Irish endeavour in
sharing and celebrating all things Irish. The Penang Gathering
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day was held on March 8th, 2013
at the grand ballroom of George Town’s iconic Eastern &

Oriental Hotel. See page 16 onwards for full story and photo
galleries.

St. Patrick uses
shamrock in
an illustrative
parable

L

egend (dating to 1726,
according to the OED)
credits St. Patrick (389461) with teaching the Irish
about the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity by showing people
St. Patrick depicted with
the shamrock, a three-leafed
shamrock in detail of
plant, using it to illustrate the
stained glass window
Christian teaching of three
in St. Benin’s Church,
persons in one God. For this
Kilbennan, County
Galway, Ireland
reason, shamrocks are a central
symbol for St. Patrick’s Day.
The tradition of wearing Shamrock on Saint
Patrick’s Day can be traced back to the early 1700’s.
Today, Shamrock is worn by millions on St. Patrick’s
Day – the word is derived from the Irish “seamróg”,
meaning “summer plant”, and it remains Ireland’s
most famous symbol.
The shamrock had also been seen as sacred in the
pre-Christian days in Ireland. Due to its green colour
and overall shape, many viewed it as representing
rebirth and eternal life. Three was a sacred number in
the pagan religion and there were a number of “Triple
Goddesses” in ancient Ireland, including Brigid, Ériu,
and the Morrigan.

For each petal on the shamrock
This brings a wish your way –
Good health, good luck, and
happiness
For today and every day.
For more information on The Gathering Ireland 2013, visit
<www.thegatheringireland.com>.
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“The Penang Gathering”
at the E&O Hotel
A
C
nna

oen

I

suppose there are different colours of green. Symbolic
for Ireland, this colour holds something special to Irish
hearts, be it the emerald green grass of home or the
colour of the ubiquitous shamrock. However, you could find
all possible shades of green at the Grand Hall of the famous
Eastern & Oriental Hotel on the evening of March 8th, 2013,
with various shades among beautifully decorated tables,
menus and brochures, bows on the back of the chairs,
balloons, gorgeous dresses and the occasional
Guinness hat.
The Ball was opened with an open-air
reception overlooking the sunset over Penang
Bay accompanied by live Irish music. Little
shamrock stickers were given to each guest
upon arrival to add a splash of green colour, or
perhaps just to remind us that we are all a little
bit Irish at heart, no matter which continent or
country we come from. The bar served unlimited
drinks to all, with Irish whiskey and Guinness
flowing continuously. Guests mingled
around, with Penang “long-timers”
happily chatting to each other, and
with new-comers being introduced
to everyone else.

16
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Photographs by Blyde Ligthart & Adrian Cheah
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Shortly after, we were shown to the Grand Ballroom of the
E&O Hotel where about 30 beautifully decorated tables
were waiting for us, seating over 320 guests. We heard
rumors that Elvis was in the house, and soon enough, we
were indeed greeted by a beaming Elvis who spoke from
a stage decorated with a huge logo of the event. The first
song he chose to open the night with was – guess what –
the classic ballad “Green Green Grass of Home” which set a
nostalgic note and kicked the night off in true Irish style. The
Inspirational Dance Group came all the way from Singapore
and entertained us throughout the evening with a very
impressive performance of Irish dancing.
The starter buffet served shortly after was so
big that many people assumed it was the main
course. Smoked salmon, a soft spot for many
Penang expatriate residents, was present in
abundance. Speeches were led by Maggie T.
(the PIA President) and other honorable guests
including His Excellency, Mr. Declan Kelly, the
Irish Ambassador to Malaysia and Thailand
who treated us to a very elegant and effortless
speech. He mentioned how impressed he was by
the achievements of the PIA, and in particular, by
the excellent organisation of the Ball. Drew Philips
cracked endless jokes in his speech making us laugh and
Maggie T introduced new members of PIA committee to the
guests, including among others Barry Leddy and Richard
Hennessey, the new manager of the local favourite Healy
Mac’s. Triona Chelliah committee member sent apologies.
Meanwhile guests helped themselves to a hot buffet served
by the terrace, which included lamb, beef,
seafood and other delicious delicacies.
Dancing continued until late into
the evening with Elvis taking
the lead on stage encouraging
everybody to join in.

18
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The time flew quickly and unfortunately another year’s
PIA celebration came to an end. But I am sure the Penang
Irish Association will continue its excellent tradition of
bringing together the many Irish and non-Irish residents
of Penang for many years to come. As my husband says:
“Many nations have tried to conquer the world over the
centuries. However, what many people don’t often realise
is that Irish have already conquered it through the spread
of their culture and heritage throughout every part of the
world. It has been the true silent invasion.”
So let the Irish ‘Craic’, open-heartedness, friendliness and
good nature take over the world and make it a better and
happier place.

20
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A sincere “Go Raibh Maith Agaibh” to our sponsors

E

astern & Oriental Hotel (E&O Hotel). A
tranquil haven in the bustling heart of Penang,
this Grande Dame of historical, colonial charm offers
its guests the finest traditions of luxury and service.
Celebrating 125 years.

H

ealy Mac’s Irish Bar & Restaurant
Situated in the heart of Strait’s Quay Marina
with beautiful sea and sunset views, Healy Mac’s
can genuinely boast to being the foremost truly,
authentic Irish Pub on the Pearl of the Orient. Offering
an ambience that somehow straddles the modern
and traditional. Their award-wining chef’s creations
not only include Irish legends such as Irish stew but
also a range of cosmopolitan dishes. Has all the latest
live sports coverage.

E

SB International, a wholly owned subsidiary
of the Electricity Supply Board, Ireland’s main
electricity utility. ESBI builds, owns and operates
power stations, as well as providing a full range of
engineering and consultancy services to clients in
the power sector worldwide. To date ESBI has carried
out projects in over 115 countries. ESBI has a proven
track record in investing and running major power
projects and is a trusted partner in the industry.

A

llied Pickfords is known throughout the
world as a premier supplier of moving services.
Our history goes back almost four centuries and our
“Pickfords” name has been long synonymous with
high quality home moving. From the pack horses of
the early seventeenth century to the most advanced
shipping and transport methods of today, Allied
Pickfords has grown to become the largest dedicated
home moving organisation in the world.

T

he Wine Shop supply wines for retail &
wholesale, weddings anniversaries, wine tasting
and training, corporate functions and events. Also
sells a variety of gourmet products.

C

rown Relocations (crownrelo.com) provides
expense management, policy consulting and
programme administration, online tracking tools,
storage, transit protection, home and school
search, intercultural services, and domestic and
international transportation of household goods and
other services. We serve corporations, diplomats and
private customers. Crown Relocations, a division of
the Crown Worldwide Group (crownworldwide.com)
operates from over 200 locations in 50 countries.

I

mee Philips Exclusive Jewellery is an
independent jewellery company, designing,
crafting and marketing exclusive jewellery. Amee,
married to an Irishman Drew Philips, has been
producing exclusive jewellery for over 15 years and
has established herself as a connoisseur of genuine
gemstones and an innovator of versatile jewellery
with her award winning V-Clip. Her creations are the
essence of style, and sophistication treasured by the
elegant women of the 21st century.

re-Tex Corporation Berhad’s principal
activities are the design and fabrication of polymerbased protective packaging products. Other
activities include contract manufacturing services,
preparing sub-assembly of chasis, manufacturing
polymer-based materials, conversion of corrugated
paper boxes, trading of raw materials, computers
and finished goods, providing testing and calibration
services, generation of biomass energy and
investment holdings. The Group operates in Malaysia
and China.

P

a

A

athfinders Relocation Services offers
a total relocation service, tailored to the specific
needs of expats and their families. Our team has a
thorough understanding of Malaysian and Western
cultures, people and systems. This enables us to
cover all aspects of the relocation process. A member
of the RELOC8 Asia Pacific Group.

t Santa Fe, we have a world-renowned
reputation for unsurpassed customer service
and quality in Global Relocation Services. From an
individual move across town to global corporate
relocations, our focus is on truly listening to our
customers and providing customised services to
meet their unique needs.

m

I

+w group is a leading global engineering
and construction partner for technology-based
clients in the segments Electronics, Photovoltaics,
Battery Cells, Life Sciences, Chemicals, Science &
Research, Energy & Environment Technologies,
Automotive, IT & Telecoms, Space & Security.
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ntermovers is actively managed by its owners,
who are dedicated to upholding the highest
standards of personal service. We provide a full
range of moving services, which include all aspects
of removals from personal moves to corporate
moves and even factory or office relocations - within
Malaysia, Asia or Worldwide. No job is too large or
small for us.
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A Big Thank You to all for your continuous support

w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w

His excellence Mr. Declan Kelly and his wife Ann for gracing the event.
Mr. Michael Saxon of the E&0 Hotel and his hardworking team for coordinating such a grand Irish affair.
Ronald Vic C. De Leon and his talented sons for some sweet Irish songs as well as current tunes.
Liam Healy for his generous support for bringing “Elvis” to Penang, especially to our “Gathering”.
Greg Traynor for his electrifying Elvis performance and for chipping in as the emcee.
Sharon Pawley and the Inspirational Dance Company from Singapore for their lively Irish dance numbers.
Bibi van Gemert for her kind assistance with the website.
Blyde Ligthart for photographing the Penang “Gathering”.
Adrian Cheah from Neo Sentuhan for designing all our materials and also for his photography skills.
All who supported in one way or another in making the Penang “Gathering” 2013 a great success.

PIA Committee Members

Barry Leddy (Vice President) is from Dublin. He moved from
Sandymount to Penang in 2010 with his wife Shareen, who
was originally born and raised in Penang. Barry currently
owns and runs property companies in Ireland, Germany, US
and Malaysia. Barry and Shareen have two children, Mahon
(13) and Amreeta (10). Barry is a keen sports follower and
currently plays football and touch rugby in Penang.
Triona Chelliah (Liaison Officer): Triona Chelliah, née Keane,
born in Co. Clare Republic of Ireland arrived in Malaysia in
1981. She have lived in Kuala Lumpur and Penang and have
been running her own Relocation business since 1996.

From left: Richard, Maggie, Drew, Barry and Triona

Maggie Territt (President) from Portlaoise in Co. Laois
arrived in Penang in 1999 via West Africa and India. She has
been involved globally in expatriate organisations. She was
the co-author of FoodFriends Gourmet Sectrets in 2007 and
writes food-related articles for magazine. Maggie enjoys
organising food and wine events for her FoodFriends group.
In addition to PIA and FoodFriends, Maggie’s passion also
include golf and bridge.
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Drew Phillips from Co. Antrim is TTGSP’s Men’s Captain. He
is the Managing Director at Amee Philips Sdn Bhd and is
married with children. Drew has been living in Penang for 20
years and is a keen footballer, golfer and tennis player.
Richard Hennessy from Dundalk, Co. Louth is the Manager of
Healy Mac’s Irish Bar & Restaurant. Before moving to Penang
in January 2013, Richard was working in the hotel industry
for ten years. He is a keen golfer and sports fan, perfect as the
President of TTGSP and membership chair of PIA.
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“The King of Rock ‘n’ Roll” live in Penang

A

s a person who was born roughly six years after
the passing of The King, for someone who grew up
constantly listening to music, it was not possible
to avoid the legacy he left behind. In Greg Traynor, Irelands
number one Elvis impersonator, we have a man capable of
rekindling the spirit and some of the magic, which Elvis left
behind him.
For six nights in March this year in Healy Macs and at the
Penang Irish Association Gathering at the E&O Hotel, Greg
brought his Elvis Presley show to Penang with a bang.
Greg and Liam Healy of Healy Macs have been close
friends for nearly 15 years, so when Liam offered Greg the
chance to come out to Malaysia for a second time (after last
years great success) and play a month long tour of the Healy
Macs outlets, it was too good a chance to turn down.
With constant inquiries and phone calls leading up to his
first appearance, needless to say the atmosphere in Healy
Macs when he hit the stage was electric. Greg played straight
through for 2.5 hours with a couple of encores thrown in for
good measure! His show is mostly Elvis covers and a couple
of covers from Tom Jones, Joe Dolan and even a rendition
of Grease Lightning, which had the floors shaking.
The one skill, which Greg has perfected, is his ability
to get the whole crowd involved in the show. From
his opening of Blue Suede shoes to the powerful final
encore of My Way he had the whole crowd in the palm
of his hands. And what made his performances even
more impressive was the fact that he underwent major
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Richard Hennessy

throat surgery only two months previously. Throughout his
short stint in Penang I had the pleasure of getting to know
the man behind the act. Greg sat and spoke with customers
after his show and was more than happy to share some of
his stories at length. From playing bass guitar and singing in
the biggest show bands in Ireland during that era, including
Big Tom, Dickie Rock and the late great and close friend
of Gregs, Joe Dolan. Greg also shared some hilarious (but
unrepeatable) stories of being managed in the eighties by
Louis Walsh, the current X Factor UK judge.
Greg also in no small part contributed in making the PIA’s
St. Patrick’s Celebration 2013 at the E&O Hotel such a great
success. From beginning with a powerful rendition of the
Tom Jones song, The Green Green Grass of Home to his Elvis
show he certainly helped make it a night to remember for
everyone present.
Greg has said he would love to come back next year as he
felt the reception he received was so overwhelming. So we
all hope to see him again next year, and don’t forget to bring
your blue suede shoes!
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Tee Totalers Golfing Society Penang (TTGSP) is the
only expatriate golfing society in the Northern region of Malaysia.
The society is now in its second season and has grown to 80
members, organised nine outing each season and is planning the
Captain’s Prize in Kuala Lumpur, set for 15th June 2013.
Many thanks to all our sponsors and players
Tournaments & Winners
2012
May 13th: Harvard Golf Resort
Sponsored by RL Golf Centre, Tanjung Bungah
1st on 43 points, John G Jones
2nd on 42 points, Peter Chitroda
3rd on 40 points, Yap Huat Eng
Longest drives: Ruben & John G Jones
Nearest the pin: Drew Phillips & Richie Caplice
June 9th: Bangi Golf Club, Kuala Lumpur
Captain’s Prize sponsored by Amee Philips
Exclusive Jewellery & Player of Year Trophy
sponsored by PIA
Player of Year Award won by Maggie Territt on
70 net – stroke play competition.
Captain’s Prize, Stableford Competition:
1st on 38 points, Maggie T
2nd on 37 points, Richie Caplice
3rd on 37 points, Jan Arts
Drew also 38 points but as his tournament, he
took himself out of prizes.
Longest drives: Yeap Eng Huat
Nearest the line: Camoron Richard
Nearest the pn: John Ward & Dzul Ganesh
September 23rd: Cinta Sayang Golf Resort
1st on 39 points John G Jones
2nd on 38 points Richard Caplice
3rd on 38 points Norris Brooks
October 14th: Kulim Golf & Country Resort
Lady Captain’s Day sponsored by Maggie T
October 14th , Lady captain’s day sponsored by
Maggie T at Kulim Golf Resort
1st on 39 points Richie Caplice
2nd on 39 points Yen Kai Seng
3rd on 39 points Drew Philips
4th on 39 points Robert Kokshoorn
Nearest the pin: Shirey Sim & Anders Holding
Longest Drive: Peter McGarry & Angeline Ooi
1st Lady prize to Ranny Musy
November 11th: Harvard Golf Club
President Trophy sponsored by Richie Caplice
of Healy Mac’s
Champion: Angeline Ooi
Thanks to Richie, it was a great day out and the
prizes were very generous. Some wished they
had played better!

Stableford Competition sponsored also by
Richie Caplice of Healy Mac’s
1st on 37 points, Angeline Ooi
2nd on 35 points, Maggie T.
3rd on 35 points, Jan Arts
Nearest the Pin: Anders Kolding & Shirley Sim
Longest Drive: Angeline Ooi & Peter McGarry.
December
Sponsored by ACTIFORCE – all adjustable
Thanks to Bibi & Tonnie Vonk
1st on net 64.0, Jerry Lang & Jan Arts
2nd on net 66.5, Ruben & Ans Arts
3rd on net 68.5, John G Jones & Hans peter
Nearest the pin: Ruben & Drew Phillips
Longest drive: Ruben
Nearest the line: Peter Chitroda
January/February – event
Sponsored by TTGSP
1st on 46 points, Tonnie Vonk
2nd on 42 points, Peter Holmberg
3rd on 38 points, Gerald Mussy
Nearest the pin: Jerry lang & Ross West
Longest drive: Jerry Bradnam
Nearest the line: Tonnie Vonk
Fun prizes to Peter McGarry, John Turner
& Ranny Mussy
March 9th: Kulim Golf & Country Resort
Event sponsored by PIA & Healy Mac’s
St. Patrick’s Golf Results:
1st on 40 points, Torben
2nd on 39 points, Ruben
3rd on 39 points, Jan Arts
Nearest the pin: Robert Kokshoon & Frank Poulsen
Longest drive: Henrik K.
Nearest the line: Ruben
April 14th: Penang Golf Resort
Sponsored by TTGSP
1st on 37 points Brian Ellidge
2nd on 36 points Kamaraj
3rd on 36 points John G Jones
Nearest the pin: John G Jones & David Gee
Longest Drive: Mick Babic
Nearest the line: Peter Chitroda
Plus prizes to Best Lady; Mayumi K &
Most improved: Paolo & Nong

Congratulations to our winners.
19th Hole always sponsored by Healy Mac’s Irish Bar & Restaurant.
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Matter
of Taste
The remarkable legacy
of Arthur Guinness

A

rthur Guinness, the
man who founded
the Dublin brewery
back in 1759 is the creator of
Irish most famous export.
Arthur Guinness was
born in 1725 near Celbridge,
county Kildare where his
father, Richard Guinness, was
Land Steward to Dr. Arthur
Price, Archbishop of Cashel. Part of Richard’s duties was to
supervise the brewing of beer for the workers on the estate
and it is probable that young Arthur first learnt the art of
brewing from his father. The Archbishop, Arthur’s godfather,
left Arthur £100 in his will and with this money Arthur was
able to run a small brewery in nearby Leixlip. In 1759, aged
34, he left the Leixlip brewery to his younger brother and set
out to try his luck in the capital city of Dublin.
The brewing industry in Dublin at that date was suffering
because English beer was taxed less severely than the homeproduced product. Arthur was not, however, deterred. He
decided to acquire what was then a small, disused and illequipped brewery at St James’s Gate. The lease, signed on
31 December 1759, was for 9,000 years at an annual rent of
£45. The premises at the time comprised of four acres with
a copper, a kieve, a mill, two malthouses, stabling for twelve
horses and a loft to hold 200 tons of hay. On 1st December
Arthur had entered his signature, as a new brewer, in
the Minute Book of the Dublin Brewers and Maltsters
Corporation. Within eight years he had risen to become
Master of the Corporation.
In 1761 he married Olivia Whitmore in St. Mary’s Church,
Dublin and they had 21 children, 10 of whom lived to
adulthood. From 1764 they lived at Beaumont House, which
he had built on a 51-acre (21 ha) farm in north County Dublin.
Beaumont (meaning beautiful hill) was named by him. In his
latter years he lived at Mountjoy Square in Dublin.
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In May 1769, Arthur made his first export when six and
a half barrels of ‘Dublin Ale’ were shipped to England. But
his nose was increasingly twitching at a new strong black
beer that had appeared in London. The drink was known
as ‘porter’ from its popularity with the City’s street and river
porters. Dublin brewers were quick to experiment with
porter but exports from London dominated the market until
Arthur entered the game in the 1770s.
By 1794, Guinness’s porter was famous enough for a
London magazine to carry an illustration of a man drinking
porter beside a barrel labelled ‘Guinness’. Arthur was also
now official brewer to Dublin Castle, the foremost seat of
government in Ireland. In 1799 Arthur made the momentous
decision to stop brewing ales and concentrate solely on
porter – history has shown he made the right choice.
Right into his seventies Arthur continued to be active
in supervising his business at the Brewery, now assisted by
three of his sons. Upon his death in January 1803, Arthur
was buried in his mother’s family plot at Oughterard. In his
will, he left a considerable personal fortune of £23,000 and
a flourishing business which later generations of his family
were to develop, following the example of initiative and
enterprise set by its founder.
On 17 th March annually, many Irish revellers and
friends from across the world celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
with pints and pints of Guinness, all made possible from
the humble beginnings of Arthur Guinness more than
250 years ago.
Photograph and part of the text from
www.guinness-storehouse.com

The Wit of
Oscar Wilde

I

n the spirit of celebrate all things Irish, it is amazing to
note that a relatively small country like Ireland has made
a huge contribution to world literature. Irish poetry has
a long and complex history. The Irish language has one of
the oldest vernacular literature and poetry traditions and
represents a more or less unbroken cycle from the 6th century
to the present day. From the Middle Ages to the present,
Irish poets, novelists and playwrights (writing in both Irish
and English) have deftly matched matters of art and identity
with distinctive voice, experimentation and wit.

Penang Irish Association

literature

Wit or scholar? dandy or genius? Sinner
or saint? Praised or damned ever since he
made his first sensational appearance on
the world stage well over a hundred years
ago, it is still impossible to ignore Oscar
Wilde. Whether powerful (‘Each man kills
the thing he loves’), endearing (‘We are all
in the gutter, but some of us are looking
at the stars’), or scandalous (‘A family is a
terrible encumberance, especially when
one is not married’), Wilde’s writing is
always of the highest order and always a
thought-provoking delight. Few writers are
as synonymous with wit. (‘There is only one
thing in the world worse than being talked about, and that
is not being talked about’; ‘A little sincerity is a dangerous
thing, and a great deal of it is absolutely fatal’; ‘To love oneself
is the beginning of a lifelong romance’). Certainly none have
provoked such a mixture of outrage and merriment from the
reader. This delightful compendium brings together some of
the finest and most biting examples – chosen from a wide
range of essays, stories, plays and poetry – all of them the
authentic product of the man who claimed he had nothing
to declare but his genius.
As Wilde’s grandson Merlin Holland writes in his
introduction (The Wit of Oscar Wilde), he ‘lived in fear of
the public not misunderstanding him’. And certainly his
quicksilver wit was often employed to bemuse and baffle – a
reaction he clearly relished.
In 1854, Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde was born to
Sir Robert Wills Wilde and Jane Francesca Wilde in Dublin,
Ireland. Sir Wilde was a renowned surgeon who had been
knighted for his medical service. His title was non-hereditary.
Oscar Wilde’s mother wrote under the name Speranza and
advocated liberal causes including ardent support for Irish
Nationalism.
Oscar Wilde (16 October 1854 – 30 November 1900)
is a central figure in aesthetic writing. Wilde was a poet,
fiction writer, essayist and editor. After writing in different
forms throughout the 1880s, he became one of London’s
most popular playwrights in the early 1890s. Today
he is remembered for his epigrams and plays, and the
circumstances of his imprisonment which was followed by
his early death.
At the turn of the 1890s, he refined his ideas about the
supremacy of art in a series of dialogues and essays, and
incorporated themes of decadence, duplicity, and beauty
into his only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890). The
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opportunity to construct aesthetic details
precisely, and combine them with larger
social themes, drew Wilde to write drama.
He wrote Salome (1891) in French in Paris
but it was refused a licence. He openly
accused the English of being narrowminded saying, “I am not English; I’m Irish
which is quite another thing”. Unperturbed,
Wilde produced four society comedies in
the early 1890s, which made him one of
the most successful playwrights of late
Victorian London.
At the height of his fame and success,
while his masterpiece, The Importance of
Being Earnest (1895), was still on stage in London, Wilde
had the Marquess of Queensberry, the father of his lover,
Lord Alfred Douglas, prosecuted for libel, a charge carrying
a penalty of up to two years in prison. The trial unearthed
evidence that caused Wilde to drop his charges and led to
his own arrest and trial for gross indecency with other men.
After two more trials he was convicted and imprisoned
for two years’ hard labour. In 1897, in prison, he wrote De
Profundis which was published in 1905, a long letter which
discusses his spiritual journey through his trials, forming
a dark counterpoint to his earlier philosophy of pleasure.
Upon his release he left immediately for France, never to
return to Ireland or Britain. There he wrote his last work, The
Ballad of Reading Gaol (1898), a long poem commemorating
the harsh rhythms of prison life.
Oscar Wilde is often seen as a homosexual icon although
as many men of his day, he was also a husband and father.
Wilde’s life ended at odds with Victorian morals that
surrounded him. He died destitute in Paris at the age of
forty-six.
“In this world there are only two tragedies. One is not
getting what one wants, and the other is getting it.”
– Oscar Wilde
Photograph taken in 1882 by
Napoleon Sarony
Part of the text from http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Wilde and
http://www.foliosociety.com/book/
WT2/wit-of-oscar-wilde
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O

ne of the great figures of modernist
art is Irishwoman,
Eileen Gray (1878-1976).
An influential force in both
modernism and Art Deco,
Gray was often ignored by
the male establishment during her career as a furniture
designer and architect. But
today, museums and independent collectors around the
world covet her work. The most recent evidence of her lasting legacy is a 1920s room divider that sold for $1.8 million
at auction in New York last year, while in 2009 her “Dragons”
armchair (photo below) owned by Yves Saint Laurent went
for $28.3 million.
As a child, Gray split her time between Enniscorthy,
Co Wexford, and her family’s home in London. She often
travelled around Europe with her father, an amateur artist,
and eventually enrolled at London’s Slade School of Art,
where she studied painting. It was also in London that she
first explored the art of lacquer, which she continued to do
after moving to Paris in 1906.
Generally speaking, Gray flew under the radar in the art
world until 1917, when she put to use all the knowledge she
had gained about lacquer in decorating an apartment on
Paris’ Rue de Lota, which, according to www.designmuseum.
org, “was hailed as a triumph of de luxe modern living”. By
the 1920s, though, Gray had moved on to architecture and
furniture, collaborating with Jean Badovici on the design of
the E-1027 villa, her masterpiece construction that sits on a
cliff overlooking the Mediterranean.
Though Gray’s work in decorative arts and architecture
are generally examined separately, the Centre Pompidou
has dedicated its exhibition to looking at the entire 70year career of the great Irishwoman, celebrating her work
in drawing, painting, lacquering, interior decorating,
architecture and photography.
Eileen Gray is on display at the Centre Pompidou in Paris
from 20 February to 20 May 2013. More of
her work can been seen in a permanent
exhibition at the National Museum of
Ireland.
http://www.thegatheringireland.com
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Irish dance alive in Asia

F

dance

furniture design & architecture

50 shades of Gray

or the past three year, the Irish Inspirational Dance
Company from Singapore had been performing in
Penang at the PIA St. Patrick’s celebration. Irish dance
is a living tradition and variations in particular dances are
found across the Irish dancing community throughout the
world. In 1994, the world-famous show Riverdance popularised Irish dance with its rapid leg and foot movements while
body and arms are kept largely stationary.

The Irish Inspirational Dance Company has over 120
dancers, aged from five years right up to adults. They are
purely performance based and in 2012, they performed at
18 different venues. Irish dancing is extremely popular in
Singapore and there is a waiting list to join the classes! You
absolutely do not have to be Irish to sign up and there are a
variety of dance classes available.
The principle Sharon Pawley noted, “I bring in socks and
shoes from home each summer (huge suitcase full!) and
keep a stock here in Singapore. We also recycle and have a
2nd hand shoe system in place as the shoes are expensive.
Costumes are made locally and consist of a tropical version
of a more traditional costume for the younger dancers, and
a “show-style” costume for the older dancers.”
According to Sharon, March is always the busiest time
of the year for them with many St. Patrick’s performances
booked all over Singapore. On 15th March 2013, 48 dancers
from the company performed at the St. Patrick’s Ball in
Singapore and that same weekend they had 96 dancers
performing at the bigger than ever celebrations around
Boat Quay including the parade outside Molly Malone’s on
St. Patrick’s day itself. Sharon adds, “We are always delighted
to perform at the St. Patrick’s Ball in Penang for the last three
years and have become one of our favourite events!”
Sharon is thrilled to be able to offer fun dance classes
which keep the spirit of Ireland alive out here in South
East Asia. Many dancers who move to Singapore from
overseas are pleasantly surprised and delighted that
they can continue with their dancing. For more info, visit
http://irishinspirationaldance.com/ or email Sharon at
sharonpawley@hotmail.com
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S

omewhere between the United Kingdom and the
United States lies the 120th largest country in the world.
This small island of Ireland is home to just under five
million of us and is the birth place of 24 Olympic medalists,
12 Oscar winners, seven Nobel Laureates and Jedward. It
has also bore such life-changing innovations as the aircraft
ejector seat, colour photography, the submarine and, most
importantly, chocolate milk.
Perhaps for good reason, there is no other nation on this
planet like the Irish. In no other country is an insult a sign of
affection or does one hot weekend constitute a summer.
Being Irish is claiming not to watch the Eurovision but
secretly knowing every one of our winning entries. It means
quoting Father Ted; calling crisps Taytos; knowing ‘no’ means
‘yes’ to a cup of tea; and being part of the infectious laughter
that spews from our pubs. It’s the buzz of hard-fought AllIreland hurling matches and the heritage that flows through
all our veins from thousands of years of history – remnants
of which still exist in the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of
Newgrange and Skellig Michael. But of all our wee quirks, our
desire to see the world is possibly our longest lasting legacy.
From a rock in the middle of the ocean, we have populated
the globe with approximately 70 million O’Sullivans, Murphys
and Walshes, not to mention the roughly one million Irishborn people who are currently living abroad.
Of course, we don’t go traipsing around the world
without returning the favour – apart from the black stuff
and a certain pint-sized, sunglasses-wearing rockstar, we are
renowned for our hospitality and love having people visit.
It’s no wonder then that in Irish, welcome, céad míle fáilte,
translates as “a hundred thousand welcomes.” And as it turns
out, this grandiose greeting is an example of another Irish
trait – our inclination towards exaggeration. This ability to
think big most likely helped Ireland’s creative folk churn out
so many world-famous texts, paintings and inventions, and
made us dab hands at telling a good yarn down the pub. In
fact, it probably makes us alright hosts, too.
Well, that, and our really, really big welcome mat. (We’re
not messing, it’s massive.)
http://www.thegatheringireland.com
The Gathering Ireland 2013 welcomes you to a
spectacular, year-long celebration of all things Irish.
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id you know that one of the Young Irelanders, the
19th Century Irish revolutionaries, later became
governor of Montana? And that the first Catholic
prime minister of Australia, Jim Scullin, was of Irish descent?
Or that the island of Montserrat is the only country in the
world, apart from Ireland, that has a public holiday on St.
Patrick’s day? That’s because emigrating Irish people under
Cromwellian rule settled on this tiny West Indian island.
And it’s not just a historical phenomenon either. In
more recent times, Irishman Bob Geldof has literally and
metaphorically rocked the world in his efforts to draw
attention to the crippling effects of poverty and debt in
Africa and the developing world.
The point we’re trying to make is that you’ll find people
with Irish blood scattered right across the globe, and that
many of them made a huge contribution to society in their
new homes.
In fact, the Irish diaspora comprises an astonishing 70
million people around the globe. Just take a look at our
map of the global Irish community and you’ll see some of
the destinations where they live. It’s easy to imagine the
influence that the people have had on their new homes.
But we don’t want you to stop there with letting your
imagination run riot. We want you to reach out and make
contact with them. We want you to invite anyone with a
connection to Ireland to come and visit – so they can tell their
stories; so they reconnect with family, relatives and friends;
so they can make new friends – and so they can rediscover
their history and join in a modern celebration of Ireland.
http://www.thegatheringireland.com

T

he Irish connection has also reach Penang. Here on this
tropical island, the Penang Irish Association (PIA) was
established in 2006 with the objective of ‘bringing Ireland to
Penang’. Members of PIA include Irish and friends of Ireland
living in and around Penang. PIA is a non-profit, 100 percent
volunteer-based association and organises events that
showcase all aspects of Irish culture from music and dance
to literature and golf, from thought-provoking Quiz Nights to
fun and frivolity at our regular St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.
Besides fun and games, PIA also organises charity events to
raise funds in support to local charities.
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88 Armenian Street – Creativity at play
fused glass art

SCULPTURE jewellery

abstract photographer

Fuan Wong

Jonathan Yun

Studio Howard

Fuan Wong is an artist who specialises
in creative fused glass. Prior to being
involved in glass, he had dabbled
in watercolour painting, landscape
design and mosaic making. His life
and works has been influenced by the
works of Carl Gustav Jung as well as
certain aspects of esoteric Buddhism,
and the mystic components of
Christianity and Sufism.

Jonathan Yun’s jewellery designs
speak volumes about his passion.
Wrought into every intricate line and
form are stories of his adventures,
interests and inspirations. Every
element in his pieces is carefully
selected to represent something
deeper. The Penang-based jeweller
and artist has been making his mark
on women’s accessories by applying
his unique vision of beauty to fine
metals and semi-precious stones. He
calls his pieces “sculptural jewellery”.
His pieces drawing inspiration from
the sea, plants and Peranakan culture.
His jewellery is sculpted out in
jewellers’ wax and then cast in sterling
silver. The piece is then hand-finished
and polished to reflect its beauty. For
Yun, it is ultimately about telling a
story with his creations.

Howard Tan, a soulful, predominantly
abstract photographer is self-taught
and has a unique flair for capturing
the ordinary and making it extraordinary. A wide range of subject matter filters into his work ranging from
major historical buildings in Malaysia, stray cats and dogs, landscapes
and the old quarter of Penang. A vital component in the majority of his
work is colour.

http://www.fuanwong.com/

He resides in Penang and finds the
proximity of nature, the colonial
architecture and the generally idyllic
pace of life very conducive to his
artistic sensibilities.
His clients include churches, banks,
hotels, corporations as well as art
collectors, architects and other artists.
In his spare time he travels, scuba
dives and tends to his haven of exotic
flaura and fauna.

jonyun@hotmail.com

studiohoward88@gmail.com

Many of Howard’s photographs hover
between abstract compositions and
reflect a timelessness, almost a slowing down of pace and time that keeps
the viewer interested long after the
photograph has been taken.
Much of his interest in the photography grew out of an appreciation of interesting movies by directors such as
Wong Kar Wai and Tim Burton.

A big thank you to Fuan, Jonathan and Howard for supporting PIA and FoodFriends in the Luscious Ladies Day in Shades
of Pink event. We recommend that both, visitors to Penang and locals visit 88 Armenian Street and discover first hand how
these talented individuals transform glass, silver and light into works of art that are eye arresting and simply beautiful.
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Pub Grub

Maggie T, FoodFriends

hese days, pub food is quite on par with that served by mainstream
restaurants. However, traditional pub grub was always a simpler fare,
made easy for bar staff to serve quickly without disrupting their pintpulling duties too much.
Popular pub grub includes the ploughman’s lunch – a wedge of hard cheese,
crusty bread, some pickles and if you were lucky, a slice of tomato and a leaf of
lettuce – that is easy to make, require no cooking, heating or preparations.
Also not forgetting the classic and traditional pies – whether chicken
and mushroom, steak and kidney or pork pies – usually prepared in
advance where the bar staff just have to warm it up, put on a plate and
serve it.
Here are three pub grub meals that are easy to prepare and taste
delicious – steak sandwich with horseradish sauce, onions and goat’s
cheese tartlets and the ever-popular pub pies. Try these easy-to-make
recipes the next time you have a few friends over for drinks.
Happy cooking,

Steak Sandwich
with Horseradish
Sauce
Makes 2 sandwiches

FoodFriends

Black Velvet Cocktail
Made with Guinness and Champagne

The bartender of the Brook’s Club of London
first created the drink in 1861, to morn the
death of price Albert, Queen Victoria’s Prince
Consort. The story goes that the steward at
the club, overcome with the emotion of the
occasion, ordered that even the champagne
should be in mourning and preceded to mix
it with Guinness. The taste was so delicious
the Black Velvet quickly became extremely
popular.
Ingredients:
1 part Champagne
1 part Guinness Extra Stout
Preparation:
Filling a tall sparkling champagne flute,
halfway with chilled Guinness and top up
the glass with champagne, makes a Black
Velvet Cocktail.
Be careful to ensure no overspill. The cocktail
should have a good dark colour with a frothy
head to resemble a glass of Guinness.
Sláinte
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Ingredients:
Cooked steak – left over steak
from BBQ
1 tablespoon of Horseradish Sauce
2 tablespoon of mayonnaise
2 Ciabatta bread rolls – halved
and toasted
Method: Cut steak into thin strips and
mix in a bowl with horseradish and
mayonnaise. Spread mixture between
rolls.
Note: Marinade for BBQ steak
Marinade Ingredients: Mustard,
Montreal seasoning, Olive Oil
Method: Spread mustard over each
steak, sprinkle with Montreal seasoning.
Place in zip lock bag and cover with
olive oil. Using a zip lock bag makes
it very easy to mix well. Marinate over
night in fridge if possible.
Result: Steak is very moist, tender and
melts in your mouth!

Penang Irish Association

Onions & Goat’s cheese tartlet
Makes approx 8
Ingredients:
3 medium size onions – very
thinly sliced
3 sticks celery – thinly sliced
60g butter
250g goat cheese (1 packet)
1 pkt. frozen puff pastry –
thawed
1 tsp. Thyme leaves – chopped
2 tbsp Extra Virgin Olive Oil
2 tbsp shaved Parmesan
Salt and black pepper to taste

Pub Pies: Chicken,
Meat or Fish
I usually make pies from leftovers.
For instance, if we are having chicken
with tarragon, beef stroganoff or most
dishes with bit-sized meat cooked in a
sauce can be used next day for pies.
All you will need is a packet of puff
pasty or short crust pastry from the
freezer.

Method:
Melt the butter in a large frying pan then add in the onions and celery and fry until
nice, soft and pale in colour. Set aside to cool.
Meanwhile heat the oven to 200°C. Cut puff pastry in half and roll out to about
½ inch thick and cut out four discs, the size of the rim of teacup. Place the disc of
puff pastry on a baking tray lined with baking paper. Using a sharp knife score a
circle on the puff pasty discs about ½ inch inside the edge, and cutting about
half way through the puff pastry. Take a spoonful of cooked onion and
celery mixture and spread a layer over the pastry disc keeping inside the
inner circle. Placed the sliced goat’s cheese on top. Sprinkle with some
Parmesan cheese shavings and top with a cherry tomato. Slightly lift up
the edge of the pastry discs to encase the mixture. Repeat with other half
of puff pastry.
Bake in oven for about 20 to 25 minutes. Remove from oven and drizzle
with olive oil. Garnish with spring of thyme or chive.
Note: I first enjoyed these tartlets while dinning at Jim’s County Kitchen in Ireland
and he was happy to share this lovely recipe. Thanks a bunch Jim.

Adding Flavour to your Life
www.Gourmetsecretsonline.com, a popular and interesting
website for all things food was launched by FoodFriends
(FF) in March 2009. Inspired by Food, this new lifestyle
website emphasises on living your best life right now. It is
a compelling companion for all who wants to live large, live
well and live stylishly.

Tips: One of the secrets of dishing out
great food is to have a well-stocked
pantry and freezer. If you have the
necessary ingredients at hand, you will
find more options to creative cooking
when preparing some tasty treats.

For more recipes, check out Gourmet Secrets Online
at www.gourmetsecretsonline.com
Irish Insights • No. 7 • May 2013
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Bordeaux Rendez-vous 2013
30 April 2013, Eastern & Oriental Hotel, Penang

E

astern & Oriental Hotel Penang together with The
Wine Shop (part of Milawa Wines) hosted one of the
most prestigious events celebrating fine wines from
Bordeaux, France. As the second edition of the Grand Cru Wine Tour
2013, Bordeaux Rendez-Vous is notably the biggest wine
event to reach South East Asia (Bangkok, Singapore, Bali and
Jakarta) and for the first time, the shores of Penang.
Bordeaux is one of the most famous wine regions in the
world and has more than 110,000 hectares of vineyards and
57 appellations, producing some 800 million bottles of wine
every year. That evening, great wines from 26 châteaux from
this region were complemented by a well-planned gourmet
dinner, realising a wine enthusiast’s dream come true.
Our table kicked off the evening with wines from Château
Lascombes including an exclusive Margaux 2003 vintage. It was
indeed a real treat. A representative from each château was on hand
to introduce their wines, shared insights on producing wines of
excellent quality as well as answered questions from the floor. Wines
from Bordeaux flowed throughout the evening and guests had the
opportunity to sample 26 labels. However, I think most guests tried
about 8 to ten only and stayed with their
favourites. The wines varied in prices and
were from RM280 to RM1,010. My favourite
that evening had to be St. Emilion wines from
Château Dassault and Château Clos Fourtet.
As Robert Louis Stevenson once said,
“Wine is bottled poetry”, and that evening,
beauty flowed generously.
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17 March 2013: Drinks on
St. Patty’s Day at Healy Mac’s.
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The Emerald Ball in Singapore, themed
“A Wilde Night Out”.
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Asia
Gaelicn
Ga
in Kumaes
Lumpu la
r.

Maggie T with Irish
Minister,
Ciaran Cannon.

Declan Kelly &
Maggie T. at a golf
outing in 2012.

Asian Gaelic Games in Kuala Lumpur.
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“Cead Mile Failte”
to all our members

M

embership for 2013 is RM50. Benefits of being a PIA
member includes cheaper tickets to the St. Patrick’s
Ball, invitation to other PIA events throughout the year, a
free Christmas party, a copy of Irish Insights, a privilege card
from Healy Mac’s entitling you to 10% discount plus other
discounts. Check with committee or website for additions
during the year.

Calendar of Events
2013
April

Tuesday, 30th – Wine Dinner with The Wine
Shop & E&O Hotel with 25 labels.

May

Thursday, 16th – Our Annual Quiz Night “Are
you smarter than the average Irish person”.
Sunday, 19th – TTGSP PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing
Society Outing at Harvard Golf Club

To join PIA, please contact committee members.
Benefits of PIA membership includes:
w A privilege card from Healy Mac’s entitling 10% discount
w	10% discount from Royal Selangor
w	10% discount from Ritz hair Salon
w	10% discount from d’Tandoor North Indian Cuisine
at Precinct 10
w Amee Philips takes good care of PIA members
w Good discounts from The Wine Shop

Saturday, 25th – Carpet Auction at E&O Hotel.
Also a Wine Dinner.
June

Saturday, 8th – TTGSP Captain’s Prize & Player
of Year Award tournament in Kuala Lumpur
organised by PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing Society

September

TTGSP PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing Society Outing*
Pub night for a casual get together*

October

See list of sponsors that supports PIA on page 7 and 22.

Friday morning – 5th “Luscious Ladies Day In
Shades Of Pink”, a Pink Cancer charity event.
Sunday, 6th – TTGSP Lady Captain’s Prize
outing organised by PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing
Society
Asian Gaelic Games in Kuala Lumpu*

November

TTGSP PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing Society Outing
Christmas Cooking*

December

2014
Embassy of Ireland
Ambassador: HE Mr. Declan Kelly
Ireland House, The Amp Walk
218 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Tel: +603-2161 2963 Fax: +603-2161 3427

AGM Note
The PIA AGM was held on 9 March 2013 at Healy Mac’s. The
annual report (including financials) for 2012 and the minutes of
meeting have been forwarded to the Registrar of Societies, as
required by law. If any member wishes to see a copy of the report
and/or minutes they may do so by contacting the President or
Vice President of the Association.
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PIA Annual Christmas Party*
Sunday, 8th – TTGSP PIA/Healy Mac’s Golfing
Society Outing

Jan/Feb

Pub night, AGM and TTGSP outing

March

Friday, 7th – St. Patrick’s Celebrations in
Penang

Plus a few dates with Wine Dinners and outings by 		
the Movers & Shares Margarita club
TTGSP plans 9 outings (excluding July and August 2013, as
well as February 2014)
*

Dates to be confirm. Please note some dates are tentative so
check website or emails for updates and confirmation.

Penang Irish Association

