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“In this special year for Malaysia – the sixtieth anniversary of its 
independence – we join with them in celebrating their achievements 
at home and abroad and we thank them for the warm welcome 
that they have extended to the Irish in their midst.” – message from 
Mr. Michael D. Higgins, President of Ireland

Did you know that in this century, globally, an estimated 80 million people 
claim to have some Irish descent. For a small country, Ireland has produced 
a remarkable number of influential people who have a major impact on the 

world, especially in the area of literature, arts, sciences, politics and education. Quality 
education has to be one of the biggest links between Ireland and Malaysia. 

The Irish diaspora is extremely evident in Malaysia with its presence in many major 
international companies. At this year’s St. Patrick’s Ball in Penang, held at the elegant 
E&O Hotel, it is no surprise that in the ballroom, a tiny space on the global map, we had 
an impressive list of these companies which included Penang Medical College (who is 
celebrating 20 years in Penang), Boston Scientific, Coca Cola, Etihad Airways, Malaysian 
Airlines, Openet and Amee Philips. These companies are directed or run successfully by 
innovative Irish business people. 

If I had to choose one word to describe the most important character of the Irish, 
without doubt it has to be “integration”. For that and more, I’m proud to be Irish.

This year the theme of PIA’s St. Partick’s Festival was “The Viking Connection”. It was 
interesting to look at the past and trace the connection that had a huge impact on the 
history of Ireland as the Vikings themselves founded many of Ireland’s major cities. See 
page 30 for a historical timeline of the Viking connection in Ireland.

TTGSP is now in its 6th Season and we have 10 cracking golf outings on excellent 
courses each season. Golf enthusiasts are welcome to join us. One of my highlights 
this year was winning the President’s Trophy. It was just one of those lucky days where 
everything just goes right. 

In November 2016, Drew, Amee Phillips and I attended the Singapore Ireland Fund 
Emerald Ball. It was interesting for us to see how they managed to raise a handsome sum 
for charities. Amee Philips is one of their generous sponsors.

Christmas is a special time of the year in Penang – the Christmas Tree Lighting 
ceremony at E&O Hotel, Christmas carolling at the Lone Pine Hotel and PIA’s Christmas 
Party at Healy Mac’s (see page 39 for full story of all the merry making and cheer).

On 18 March 2017, my niece Sinead and I attended the 92nd St. Patrick’s Society of 
Selangor Ball. The Society owns a well-deserved reputation for hosting one of the major 
social events in Asia with almost 1,000 guests attending their annual ball. The Society 
is one of the oldest expatriate societies in Malaysia and we are happy to have a good 
relationship with them. Many thanks to Martha Tee, the President and all the members 
who attended PIA’s 4-day St. Patrick’s Festival. Martha and her committee members were 
the judges for selecting the best Viking float at the PIA St. Patrick’s Street Parade. 

Sinead has been a real gem this year, acting as Vice President with constant support 
from Norway and on the ground in Penang. You’re a star Sinead. Also a big thank you to 
Barry Leddy, who extended his assistance all the way from Ireland. Very much appreciated 
Barry. As always, special  thanks to all the dedicated PIA committee members including 
new ones – Benji Sheehy and Bernie O‘Connell. Also thanks to Teresa and Gerry McArthur 
who helped out with the street parade.

The 17th St. Patrick’s Ball in Penang, 4th Street Parade at Straits Quay, 6th TTGSP 
Season and 8th Luscious Ladies Day in Shades of Pink event all could not that been 
possible without the generosity and commitment of many of our sponsors, supporters 
and volunteers. With heartfelt gratitude, I thank you all. Maggie T



2 Penang Irish Association

‘We’re Gonna Love You Through It’
8th Luscious Ladies Day in Shades of Pink

Dressed in shades of pink, 275 guests came 
together to raise funds and awareness for 
women’s cancers at the 8th Luscious Ladies Day 

in Shades of Pink, held at the E&O Hotel on 7 October 
2016. October – Breast Cancer Awareness Month is 
celebrated globally to highlight the importance of early 
detection and treatment.

The theme, ‘We’re Gonna Love You Through It’ 
provided an avenue for guests to mingle, enjoy a 
delicious breakfast while showing their support. Since 
2009, Luscious Ladies Day in Shades of Pink has raised 
over RM300,000 in total. 

The fun-filled morning was packed with heartfelt 
experiences – sharing from Pat Collinson, inspiring 
words from Joan Lim-Choong, CEO of Mt. Miriam 
Hospital, a fashion show which highlighted Amee Philips’ 
new Forget Me Not jewellery collection and Randy 
Goh’s elegant garments. There were also live and silent 
auctions, a raffle draw, shopping and wellness zone with 
the latest products and technology on women’s health 
and beauty, and Cosmo Bar with themed beverages.

Jointly organised by PIA, Food Friends Penang, Amee 
Philips, The Wine Shop and E&O Hotel, we managed to 
raise a grand total of RM56,000. All was donated to Mount 
Miriam Cancer Hospital and Rumah Hospice Penang.

 Many thanks to Amee Philips for the use of her 
billboard to publicise the campaign, Debbie and Folmer 
Andreasen for their wedding donations, the models, 
De Santia for makeup and photography, the LLDSP 
committee and all who came to support in making this 
fundraising event a successful morning. 

By Maggie T  •  PhoTos By DesanTia 



A big thAnk You to 
all our Pink Sponsors 
and Supporters 

Pink Sponsors
w Amee PhILIPS
w e&O GrOuP 
w The WIne ShOP

Silent Auction
w 5.4	North	
w Amee	Philips
w Auto	Bavaria
w Body	Balance
w BodyFit	Batu
w Chin’s	Stylish	Chinese	Cuisine	
w Crown	Jewellers	
w Dawn		
w Eastern	Carpets,	Singapore
w Macalister	Mansion
w Erik	(Denmark)
w Float	for	Health
w Focus	Optometry
w Four	Seasons
w Fuan	Glass	Gallery	
w G	Hotel	Kelawai
w G	Hotel	Gurney
w GTower	Kuala	Lumpur
w Grand	Hyatt	Kuala	Lumpur
w Grand	Lexis	Port	Dickson
w Hard	Rock	Hotel	Penang
w Harriet	Saw	
w Holiday	Inn,	Ferringhi	Tower
w Howard	Studio
w Isofu
w Jonathan	Yun
w Josephine	Leong	Grifiths
w Josh	Lee	Fragrances
w Jurlique
w Krullaards	Perfect	Reset
w Lets	Meat
w Lexis	Hibiscus	Port	Dickson
w Lexis	Port	Dickson
w Lexis	Suites	Penang
w Lone	Pine	Hotel
w The	Hillside,	Cafe	Bar	Restaurant
w Maggie	T
w Maggie	T’s	sister,	Breda
w Mary	Kay
w Ming	Fine	Art,	Straits	Quay
w Morganfield’s
w Muchacha
w Nails	Hansen
w New	Face	Cosmetic	Acupuncture
w Sam’s	Batik	House
w Sangeet	Weissenberger
w Shangri-La’s	Rasa	Sayang	Resort	&	Spa
w Tiger	Rock	
w Urban	Paradigan	
w Village	Artisan
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8th     Luscious Ladies Day
 in Shades of Pink
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Amee Philips Exclusive Jewellery Collection 
at Lusious Ladies Day in Shades of Pink 2016




